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Downside School
Stratton-on-the-Fosse, Somerset, United Kingdom

Rooted in a 1606 Benedictine exile from Douai, four centuries of monastic

scholarship shape this Somerset campus.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 59/100

Academic outcomes 66/100

University placement 65/100

Prestige & heritage 71/100

Alumni network 12/100

Facilities 71/100

Transparency 61/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Downside’s case starts with history and faith, not gloss. Founded in **1614** and rooted in a Benedictine 

exile from Douai, it offers something rare in the British market: a Catholic boarding and day school with a 

monastic inheritance that still gives the place its shape. That matters. Plenty of schools borrow the 

language of values; Downside has a governing tradition behind it. For families who want education tied to 

*moral seriousness*, *old-world continuity* and a clear religious frame, that is its strongest point of 

difference. The Somerset setting adds to the appeal: this is not an urban, high-pressure school selling 

metropolitan polish, but a campus built around *quiet authority* and routine.
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Its market position is clear. Downside sits in the group of established English independent schools where 

heritage, chapel, pastoral structure and full secondary education from **11–18** carry more weight than 

aggressive brand theatre. The school is mixed, Catholic, taught in English, and inspected within the 

standard independent-school framework, with **2** accreditations listed here: ISI and HMC. Parents 

should shortlist it if they want a school where religion is not an optional extra and where the culture has 

been formed over centuries rather than assembled by marketing staff. They should also go in with open 

eyes: Downside’s selling point is not novelty, nor a flashy corporate identity, but *institutional depth*, 

*liturgical life* and a sense of ordered community.

The right student for Downside is one who will thrive in a school with structure, tradition and a visible 

Catholic ethos. Pupils who want constant spectacle, loose boundaries or a relentlessly transactional 

approach to education will find stronger fits elsewhere. Pupils who value belonging, ritual, music, service 

and the steadying effect of a settled adult culture will find more here. This is a school for families who 

want education to do more than deliver grades: they want character, conscience and formation, and they 

want those things carried by *four centuries of memory*.

S T R E N G T H S

Historic Catholic school founded in 1614 with a

distinctive Benedictine ethos.

World-class co-curricular provision in sport,

music, drama and visual arts.

Extensive on-site sports facilities, including a

sports hall, swimming pool and multiple pitches.

Boarding and day options add flexibility for

families near Bath.

Publishes its public examination results and

reports value-added scores openly.

Awarded 'outstanding' across all categories by

the Catholic Schools Inspectorate in 2024.

T R A D E - O F F S

Non-selective intake means top-grade academic

outcomes are not the school's headline.

Somerset location is rural, not metropolitan.

British curriculum only; no IB offered.

Still rebuilding pupil numbers and trust

following documented historical safeguarding

failings.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Downside is a co-educational Catholic boarding-and-day school for ages 11–18, and it describes itself as 

non-selective. The natural entry points are Year 7, sixth form and, where places arise, other secondary 

year groups. The school follows a British curriculum in English. Its own materials confirm its mixed, 

Catholic character and Somerset location near Bath, and it publishes public examination results, but it 

does not set out a detailed admissions calendar or year-by-year intake pattern in the public material 

reviewed here.

Families should therefore expect a conventional independent-school process. Because the school is non-

selective, entry is unlikely to hinge on high-stakes testing, but the exact assessment mix — whether by 

interview, school report, reference or informal assessment — and the timing of key deadlines are not 

published in the extracts available. Bursary or financial-aid arrangements are likewise not detailed here. 

In practice, parents should request current admissions, assessment and fee-support information directly 

from Downside.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_fe26005183.
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