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A 1594 royal foundation on Wandsworth Common, where Thames-side
rowing tradition meets steadily climbing GCSE results.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 70/100
Academic outcomes 72/100
University placement 70/100
Prestige & heritage 71/100
Alumni network 70/100
Facilities 71/100
Transparency 65/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Emanuel occupies a useful niche in London’s independent day-school market: old foundation, strong co-
education, and a track record of academic rise without the monastic severity that puts off many families.
Founded in **1594** and set on a **12-acre** site by Wandsworth Common, it offers the appeal of
heritage with a modern operating model. The school’s own framing is blunt: results have climbed, bursary
provision has expanded, and co-curricular life carries real weight. That combination matters. Plenty of
London schools can claim tradition; fewer marry it to *serious academic momentum*, visible investment
in widening access, and a campus footprint that gives pupils room to breathe.
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What distinguishes Emanuel is breadth with edge. This is a British curriculum day school for ages 10 to
18, Anglican in foundation, with rowing, sport, music and drama woven into the school’s identity rather
than parked at the margins. The rowing tradition carries old south-west London prestige, but the wider
offer is broader than that cliché: **50+** clubs and societies, major emphasis on sport, and a new STEM
and refectory building that points to current capital ambition rather than inherited polish. The headline
academic number is strong: **75%** scored grades 9-8 at GCSE in 2025. That places Emanuel firmly in
the conversation for families who want high attainment without sending a child into a pressure-cooker
defined by exam technique alone. The latest ISI language on pupils’ self-knowledge, self-confidence and
empathy also matters; schools do not earn that wording by accident.

Why shortlist it? Because Emanuel gives parents a rare blend of *earned confidence*, *institutional
depth*, and *a genuinely full school life*. It has enough academic credibility for ambitious families,
enough co-curricular range for pupils with energy beyond the classroom, and enough scale to avoid the
thinness that afflicts smaller independents. Its alumni footprint is also substantial, with verified strength
across politics, scholarship, writing, acting and sport. The weak point is the one common to many
prosperous London day schools: success brings competition, and competition can harden the atmosphere
for children who need a slower pace or a narrower brief. This is not the place for a child who wants
anonymity or a school day stripped to lessons and home.

The pupil who fits Emanuel best is bright, engaged and ready to use the whole institution. This school
suits children who want strong teaching, but also *real camaraderie*, *visible opportunity* and a campus
culture that rewards participation. Rowers, musicians, actors, team-sport players and academically driven
all-rounders will find a lot to work with here. So will families who want *social breadth with standards*
rather than old-school social signalling. Emanuel’s pitch is clear: a historic London day school that has
sharpened its academic performance while keeping its humanity intact. For many parents, that is exactly
the point.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

Founded in 1594 and now co-educational,
Emanuel occupies a leafy 12-acre site in
Battersea about ten minutes' walk from Clapham
Junction, giving it more space than many central
London day schools.

The ISI 2026 inspection found that pupils
develop levels of self-knowledge, self-confidence
and empathy well beyond expectations for their
age, identified as a significant strength.

2025 GCSE results were strong, with 46% of
grades at the top grade 9 and over 75% graded
8 or above, as published on the school's own
results page.

The school publishes both its GCSE and A-level
results openly, and runs a widening-access
programme through bursaries and funded
places.

A broad co-curricular offer of more than 50
clubs and societies spans sport, music, drama,
art, trips and Duke of Edinburgh, supported by
dedicated facilities including a boat club.
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Entry at 10+, 11+, 13+ and 16+ is by the
school's own competitive papers in English,
maths and verbal reasoning plus interview, and
places at the main 11+ intake are
oversubscribed.

Fees are a significant recurring cost before
extras such as trips, music tuition and exam fees
are added.

Emanuel operates as a day school, so relocating
families would need to arrange separate
accommodation and daily transport.

The school retains a Church of England
character, which may not suit families seeking a
strictly secular or religiously neutral
environment.
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ADMISSIONS

Main entry points are Year 6 (10+), Year 7 (11+), Year 9 (13+) and Sixth Form (16+). Candidates sit the
school's own English, maths and verbal reasoning papers, submit a Year 5 (or equivalent) school report,
and attend a group activity session plus a short individual interview. A non-refundable registration fee
applies, waived for families on Pupil Premium or Universal Credit. The 11+ round is the largest but has
become markedly more competitive in recent years, so it should not be treated as a fallback option.

NOTABLE ALUMNI (60)

SPORT: Tom Smith, Clint Evans, George Littlewood Hirst, Ian Payne, Leonard Summers, Stuart Surridge, John
Cole

MUSIC: Chris Hughes, William Lovelock, Michael Aldred

DRAMA: Naveen Andrews, Richard Marquand, Leslie Henson, Douglas Hickox, N. F. Simpson, Michael Aspel,
Rupert Degas, Joseph Quinn

VISUAL ARTS: Vernon Richards, Derek Davis, John Banting, Tomasz Starzewski

LETTERS: Tony Judt, Vernon Richards, Alfred C. Gimson, N. F. Simpson, Michael Aspel, Clive Barnes, Clive Wilmer,
Gordon Murray

POLITICS: Peter Hain, Geoffrey Robinson, Sebastian Wood, Alfred Butt, Arthur Galsworthy, David Marquand, John
Galsworthy, Mark MacGregor

SCIENCE: Tony Judt, Edward L. G. Bowell, Peter Goddard, Denis Noble, Alfred C. Gimson, J. Duncan M. Derrett,
David Marquand, Mark Miodownik

BUSINESS: Geoffrey Robinson, Derek Henry Newton

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch fbf46bc094.
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