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Forest School

London, United Kingdom

I Independent day school on the edge of Epping Forest

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 66/100
Academic outcomes 62/100
University placement 62/100
Prestige & heritage 66/100
Alumni network 63/100
Facilities 84/100
Transparency 72/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Forest School sits on the edge of Epping Forest, and that setting is the first reason it earns a place on a
shortlist. In a London market crowded with polished urban independents, this is a 4-18 day school with
an identity tied to space, outdoors and continuity across the full age range. It was founded in 1834,
teaches in English, and keeps a Church of England foundation without reducing the school to a narrowly
confessional proposition. The school’s own language is heavy on the individual child and a clear set of
values; the sharper point for parents is that Forest offers a long, settled educational runway in one
institution, from age 4 to 18, with the physical advantage of a site beside woodland rather than a

constricted city block.
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Its market position is clear. At an average annual day fee of **£21,349**, Forest sits below the eye-
watering end of the London independent sector while remaining firmly fee-paying and selective in
outlook. That price point matters: for families who want an established independent school in London
without stepping straight into the capital’s *most inflated* fee bracket, Forest occupies a *useful middle
ground*. The curriculum is British, the format is day-only, and the age span gives it the feel of a school
built for families planning the whole journey rather than a single exam stage. What is missing from public
view is just as important: the school does not publish aggregate exam outcomes, destination data or
inspection detail in the information here, so any parent comparing Forest with harder-edged academic
competitors will need to press for evidence rather than rely on tone.

The pupil who will want Forest is not hard to picture. This suits children who benefit from a *grounded*,
full-spectrum school life rather than a hyper-branded, sixth-form-only academic factory. It will appeal to
families who value pastoral steadiness, room to grow and a less theatrical kind of London independent
education. It will appeal less to parents who want published metrics front and centre, or who are
shopping for the city’s *most overtly prestige-driven* schools. Forest’s attraction lies in a combination
that is harder to find than it sounds: historical depth, a broad age range, a day-school structure, and a
genuine edge-of-forest setting in London. For the right child, that is *distinctive* enough to matter.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch fb14da8a31.
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