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University College School
London, United Kingdom

A Hampstead offshoot of UCL's founding creed, prizing intellectual

curiosity and independence of mind over rote drill since 1830.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 70/100

Academic outcomes 80/100

University placement 78/100

Prestige & heritage 79/100

Alumni network 15/100

Facilities 75/100

Transparency 74/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

University College School trades on a very old idea and still makes it feel current: education as 

intellectual formation rather than exam drill. Founded in 1830, it has kept a *distinctive liberal-academic 

streak* at the centre of the proposition, with the school itself stressing curiosity, breadth of study and 

independence of mind. That matters because plenty of London independents promise high grades; fewer 

make a principled case for scholarship without sliding into smugness. UCS’s recent university 

destinations show that the academic engine works: from **155 leavers** in 2024, **86%** moved on to 

top-100 universities, with **14 Oxbridge** places and 43 Russell Group destinations. This is a school for 

able children who want intellectual stretch, but not a hothouse built around rote performance.
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The market position is clear. UCS sits in the upper tier of London independent education, but it is not 

selling old-school stiffness or a brute-competition model. The average annual day fee across the 11–18 

ladder is **£31,355**, and boarding averages **£55,000** a year, which places it firmly in expensive 

territory without reaching the most inflated end of the capital’s market. It also carries the right external 

markers for parents who want formal reassurance: ISI oversight and HMC membership. The school’s own 

language around pastoral care, relationships and pupil voice is unusually consistent with the ethos it 

claims, and that coherence is part of the attraction. Parents looking for a *serious academic school with a 

human temperature* will put UCS on a shortlist quickly.

What is special here is the blend: *brainy without being robotic*, ambitious without an overt cult of rank, 

and old enough to have real institutional weight without feeling trapped by its own traditions. The alumni 

footprint is substantial — **164 notable alumni** catalogued on Wikidata, including strong representation 

in politics, science, writing and the arts — which tells you something about the kind of adult life UCS has 

fed over time: public, intellectual and creative as much as conventionally high-status. The best fit is the 

student who enjoys ideas, reads beyond the syllabus, likes teachers who know their subjects in depth and 

wants room to think independently. The weaker fit is the child who needs constant spoon-feeding, heavy 

external structure or a more overtly *results-drilled* culture. UCS will suit the self-propelled and the 

curious; it will frustrate pupils who want school reduced to a checklist.

S T R E N G T H S

Founded in 1830 in Gower Street as the school

attached to the newly founded University

College London, UCS inherited a liberal, secular

outlook: places open on merit rather than by

religious test, an ethos it retains today.

Academic outcomes are strong and published

openly: in 2025, 91% of GCSE grades gained by

Year 11 boys were 9-7 and 47% were grade 9,

while at A Level 93% of grades were A*-B, 72%

A*-A and 30% A*.

University placement is competitive at the top

end: 86% of 2024 leavers reached top-100

universities with 14 to Oxbridge, and the school

reports 23 Oxbridge places in 2025 alongside

strong take-up at LSE, UCL and Imperial.

Financial access is broadened by bursaries:

around 60 Senior School pupils hold means-

tested awards ranging from 10% to 100% of

fees, with assistance extending to uniform, PE

kit, trips and a school-provided Chromebook.

The Hampstead site offers substantial facilities

on a 20-acre foundation shared across all

sections, including extensive sports provision

and the new AKO Sixth Form Centre, with

strong transport links via Finchley Road and

Hampstead stations.

T R A D E - O F F S

The school is single-sex for most of its age

range: boys attend from 4 to 16, and girls join

only at 16 when the Sixth Form opens to both, so

it is not an option for girls below Sixth Form.

Fees are substantial and rise across the school:

Senior School fees are 10,971 GBP per term for

2025-26, with the Junior Branch at 10,047 GBP

and the Pre-Prep at 9,165 GBP, before extras

such as trips and equipment.

Places are hard to secure given the school's

exam profile: at GCSE the Senior School sits

inside the top 1% of schools in England,

implying demanding entrance assessments at

11+ and Sixth Form.

The Hampstead day model means less land and

fewer standalone buildings than country

boarding peers, which will not suit families

seeking an extensive residential estate.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Boys enter at age 4 (Pre-Prep), 7 (Junior Branch) or 11 (Senior School), the last via assessment and 

interview; girls are admitted only at 16 into the coeducational Sixth Form, based on GCSE predictions and 

interview. Given results that place the Senior School inside the top 1% of English schools nationally, 

competition for places, especially at 11+ and Sixth Form entry, is significant. Means-tested bursaries (10-

100% of fees) and separate audition-based music scholarships are available. Families should confirm 

current fees, VAT treatment and entrance procedures directly with the school's admissions office.

N O T A B L E  A L U M N I  ( 1 6 4 )

SPORT: Geoffrey Howard, Greville Stevens, John Barrett, Bertram Louis Abrahams

MUSIC: Thomas Adès, David McCallum, Eric Crozier, Ken Howard, Yo Zushi, Leslie Bricusse, Ernest Whitfield, 1st

Baron Kenswood, Shane Fontayne

DRAMA: Arnold Wesker, Dirk Bogarde, David McCallum, Ronald Neame, Eric Crozier, Allan Corduner, Gerald

Campion, Daniel Roche

VISUAL_ARTS: William Stanley Jevons, Chris Bonington, Robert Anning Bell, Frederic George Stephens, Hamo

Thornycroft, T. Lawrence Dale, Tom Hood, Francis Montague Holl

LETTERS: China Miéville, John Morley, Arnold Wesker, David McCallum, Stephen Spender, Ronald Neame, Ford

Madox Ford, Eric Crozier

POLITICS: China Miéville, John Morley, Herbert Samuel, 1st Viscount Samuel, Colin Marshall, Baron Marshall of

Knightsbridge, Jonathan Djanogly, Nathaniel Lindley, Baron Lindley, Joseph Duveen, 1st Baron Duveen, Stuart

Samuel

SCIENCE: Roger Penrose, Andrew Huxley, China Miéville, John Morley, Herbert Samuel, 1st Viscount Samuel, W.

W. Rouse Ball, Karl Pearson, William Stanley Jevons

BUSINESS: Ernest Glover, 1st Baronet, Hugh Denison, Dan Wagner, James Latta, Lewis Haslam, Louis Freedman,

Sir Ralph Perring, 1st Baronet

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_f1cc1873d6.
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