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UWC Mahindra College

Pune, India

South Asia's only United World College, its 170-acre Western Ghats
campus reforested tree by tree by its own students.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 73/100
Academic outcomes 74/100
University placement 74/100
Prestige & heritage 68/100
Alumni network 64/100
Facilities 80/100
Transparency 72/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

At UWC Mahindra College, the setting is not decorative. The school sits on **175 acres** of Sahyadri
hillside near Pune, and it uses that terrain as part of the education: hiking, trekking, kayaking, camping
and campus rewilding all sit inside the programme rather than beside it. This is South Asia’s only United
World College, and the scale is intentionally intimate: **240 students** from **70+ nations**, all
residential, all studying in English, all on a campus built for sustained proximity rather than comfortable
distance. Parents looking for polished urban convenience should look elsewhere. This is a *remote,
deliberate, high-intensity* boarding experience.
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What marks MUWCI out is the combination of the IB Diploma with a serious experiential core. The school
also declares Indian National and British curricula in its wider offering, but the published academic spine
here is the IB Diploma, reinforced by Triveni interdisciplinary seminars and grants-based student
projects. The United World College mission is not wallpaper at this school; it drives admissions, campus
life and the shape of the timetable. Scholarship access matters too: the college states that 77 per cent of
students receive financial support, which is a striking figure and one that changes the social mix on
campus. The result is *unusually international* and *ideologically coherent* in a way many “global”
boarding schools are not.

This is not the right school for every child. It suits students who want argument, cultural friction,
independence and a degree of physical roughness; it does not suit those who want a conventional exam
factory, heavy parental hand-holding or a glossy sixth-form resort. The campus ecology, the residential
density and the UWC ethos all demand resilience and self-possession. For the right teenager, that is
*formative in the best sense*. For the wrong one, it is exhausting. Fees sit at an average *US$41,750** a
year across the full boarding ladder, which places MUWCI in the premium international boarding bracket;
the case for it rests not on facilities theatre, but on a *rare educational proposition*: a small, mission-
driven, fully residential international school where diversity, wilderness and service are part of the daily
structure rather than admissions copy.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

e One of only 18 United World Colleges worldwide o The college only teaches the final two pre-
and the sole UWC in South Asia, giving it a university years (ages 16 to 19), so families must

distinct global affiliation and mission-driven
ethos.

Small, highly international boarding cohort of
around 240 students drawn from roughly 70
countries, fostering a genuinely multicultural
residential experience.

Low student-to-teacher ratio of 8:1, according to
published school data, allowing for close
academic and pastoral attention within a small
cohort.

Over 80 percent of students are on scholarships,
reflecting a need-blind, merit-based selection
philosophy rather than a purely fee-paying
model.

Set on a 175-acre rural campus that includes a
biodiversity reserve, supporting the school's

emphasis on experiential and environmental
learning.

WorldsTopSchools.com

secure separate schooling for all earlier grades.

Campus is rural, roughly 40 km west of Pune,
and the school does not provide transport,
meaning parents must arrange their own travel
to and from campus.

Annual fees are substantial for full-fee payers,
listed at INR 27,30,000 for Indian nationals and
USD 39,750 for international students, even
though most students receive scholarship
support.

Admission is narrowly focused on the IB
Diploma track only, so families seeking A-Levels,
CBSE, or other board options through the later
years will not find them here despite the
college's broader curricular listing.
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ADMISSIONS

Entry is only at Class 11 (roughly ages 16-18) for the two-year IB Diploma. Indian applicants typically
apply through a National Committee selection process, while some international or full-fee applicants may
use a Global Selection Programme route offering an earlier decision; both are judged against the same
UWC selection criteria. Shortlisted candidates are normally invited to an in-person selection event on
campus, with remote interviews considered only in exceptional circumstances. Given the school's need-
blind, merit-based ethos and heavy reliance on scholarships, competition for places is considerable
relative to the small annual intake.

NOTABLE ALUMNI (8)

SPORT: Aditya Jain

MUSIC: Neta Weiner

DRAMA: Malaika Vaz, Neta Weiner

LETTERS: Valeria Luiselli

POLITICS: Arvinn Gadgil

SCIENCE: Valeria Luiselli, Haotian Wu, Abdurazak Mudesir

BUSINESS: Malaika Vaz

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch ee987b853c.
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