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Hsinchu International School
Hsinchu, Taiwan

An American-curriculum day school in Xiangshan District, built to prep

Taiwan's Silicon Valley kids for AP-track college admissions.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 61/100

Academic outcomes 62/100

University placement 60/100

Prestige & heritage 61/100

Alumni network 60/100

Facilities 63/100

Transparency 50/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Hsinchu International School occupies a fairly specific niche: an American-style school in Taiwan’s most 

internationally minded industrial corridor, serving students aged 3–18 and, according to the source 

provided, students who hold foreign passports. Founded in 1981, it has longevity on its side, and its 

location in Hsinchu matters. This is a city shaped by science, engineering and globally mobile families, so 

the school sits in a market where parents often want continuity with a US-style system rather than a more 

locally hybrid model. That alone makes it *distinctly practical* for expatriate families who expect eventual 

moves, and *reassuringly straightforward* for those seeking the familiar architecture of an American 

curriculum with AP at the top end.
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What puts it on a shortlist is not mystique but fit. In a Taiwanese market where international options can 

differ sharply in ethos and structure, Hsinchu International School offers a clearly legible proposition: 

private, international, American, AP. For families in or around Hsinchu, that clarity is valuable. It is also 

one of the longer-established names in its segment, with more than **40** years behind it, covering a full 

age span from **3–18**. The likely appeal is to parents who want *academic continuity*, *a recognisable 

university-prep route* and a school community shaped by internationally mobile households rather than 

by local bilingual demand alone. If your priority is an American educational pathway in Taiwan’s 

technology hub, this is a *serious contender*.

The child most likely to thrive here is one who benefits from a structured, English-medium international 

setting and who may later move into another American or AP-oriented school system. It should suit 

students from globally mobile, professional families—particularly those linked to Hsinchu’s science and 

technology economy—who want peers with similar backgrounds and a school that is *firmly aligned* to an 

international, rather than national, identity. It may be less compelling for families seeking a broader menu 

of curricular models or a heavily localised Taiwanese experience. In short: not a romantic outlier, but a 

*clear-eyed*, functional choice for parents who value stability, transferability and an American-style 

academic track in the right city.

S T R E N G T H S

American curriculum with AP pathway

Located in Hsinchu, a major tech hub

Private international school in Hsinchu City

Restricted to students holding foreign passports

T R A D E - O F F S

Foreign-passport requirement excludes many

local families

Only American and AP curriculum listed

No published accreditations in provided sources
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A D M I S S I O N S

Hsinchu International School is a private international school in Xiangshan District, Hsinchu City, serving 

students who hold foreign passports. The school-declared curriculum is American with AP, which suggests 

entry may be possible across a range of grade levels rather than only at one or two fixed intake years. 

Beyond that, the school does not publish enough in the material provided here to confirm typical entry 

points, age bands or whether places are concentrated in particular phases.

Publicly available detail on admissions is limited. The school does not publish, in the source material 

supplied here, its assessment format, testing requirements, interview process or application deadlines, so 

parents should expect to enquire directly. Likewise, there is no published information here on bursaries, 

scholarships or need-based financial aid, and it would be unwise to assume these exist. The only clearly 

distinctive admissions feature evident from the available sources is eligibility: the school offers education 

to students who hold foreign passports, which may materially narrow the applicant pool compared with 

other schools in Taiwan.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_ebc1dfa1ff.
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