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St Michaels University School
Victoria, Canada

On Vancouver Island, a AP pioneer school pairs Canadian, IB and

American pathways with its own rowing centre on the Gorge Waterway.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 61/100

Academic outcomes 62/100

University placement 60/100

Prestige & heritage 62/100

Alumni network 61/100

Facilities 65/100

Transparency 51/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

St Michaels University School has an unusual academic shape for Canada: one school, three declared 

pathways — Canadian, IB and American — with boarding from Grade 9 to 12 on Vancouver Island rather 

than in the usual Toronto or eastern Canada corridor. That mix matters. It gives families more than one 

route through the senior years, and it marks SMUS out from schools that lock every student into a single 

national system. The school dates to 1906, teaches in English, and holds both CIS and IBO accreditation, 

which gives it solid external anchoring. The fee level places it firmly in the premium bracket: an average 

annual day fee of **CAD 42,270** and an average annual boarding fee of **CAD 85,300** across the full 

age range it covers.
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What puts SMUS on a shortlist is not only the curriculum spread, but the package around it. This is a co-

educational day and boarding school for ages 3 to 18, with boarding confined to the senior years, which 

changes the social dynamic: younger children get a day-school structure, older pupils get a more 

internationally mixed environment. Victoria gives it a distinctive setting as well. For families who want a 

boarding school without the intensity, weather and urban sprawl of larger North American centres, 

Vancouver Island has real pull. The school’s own rowing centre on the Gorge Waterway adds a piece of 

infrastructure that few rivals can match; for a student with serious sporting intent, that is *a genuine 

point of difference*, not brochure filler. Its verified alumni footprint is also deeper than many Canadian 

schools of similar profile, with **25 notable alumni** catalogued in Wikidata across politics, business, the 

arts and elite sport.

The trade-off is clarity. “Canadian, IB, American” is a strong proposition, but parents need the school to 

explain exactly how those pathways work in practice, who takes what, and where the academic centre of 

gravity sits. Multi-pathway schools can be *richly flexible*; they can also be operationally messy if the 

options are not sharply defined. Families who want a single, uncompromising academic model may prefer 

a school with one curriculum and one internal logic. SMUS suits a student who is ambitious, adaptable 

and comfortable in a campus culture that spans Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12, with a boarding layer 

added only in the senior years. It will appeal to families looking for *high-cost, high-option* schooling with 

a strong co-curricular identity, and to teenagers who want serious academics without giving up sport, 

outdoor access or the *contained discipline* of a boarding community.

S T R E N G T H S

Offers both IB and AP programmes

Day and boarding for ages 3–18

10:1 student-teacher ratio

Average class size of 18

T R A D E - O F F S

High annual boarding fee: CAD 78,000

High annual day fee: CAD 38,000

English-only instruction may limit some families
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A D M I S S I O N S

St Michaels University School is a non-religious independent day and boarding school on Vancouver 

Island, serving ages 3–18. In practice, admissions therefore span junior entry through to senior school, 

with boarding relevant to older pupils rather than the earliest years, though the school context supplied 

here does not break down exact intake years. It offers a Canadian programme alongside IB and AP, so 

applications are likely to vary somewhat by age and stage of entry. The school context provided does not 

publish specific admissions deadlines, assessment tools or interview formats, and it would be wrong to 

infer them.

What can be said is that this is a selective-fee school, with annual fees of about CAD 38,000 for day pupils 

and CAD 78,000 for boarders. Families needing support should ask directly about bursaries or financial 

aid: no scheme details, percentages or eligibility criteria are given in the material supplied. Distinctive 

features in admissions are therefore structural rather than procedural: a broad 3–18 age range, both day 

and boarding routes, and multiple senior academic pathways in English.

N O T A B L E  A L U M N I  ( 2 5 )

SPORT: Gareth Rees, Mike Pyke, David Anderson, Walter Pearse

MUSIC: Bryce Soderberg, Timothy Williams, Ajay Friese

DRAMA: Leslie Hope, Andrew Sabiston, Max Martini, Kenneth Oppel, Corey William Large, Manoj Sood, Ajay

Friese

VISUAL_ARTS: Afshin Feiz

LETTERS: Andrew Sabiston, Kenneth Oppel, Bert Archer

POLITICS: Jason Kenney, Anthony C. E. Quainton, David Anderson, Jodie Emery

SCIENCE: David Anderson

BUSINESS: Steve Nash, Stewart Butterfield, Sam Malin, Gareth Rees, Jason Kenney

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_ebb7eefbe2.
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