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The McDonald College
North Strathfield, Sydney, Australia

Where ballet barres and tennis courts share the timetable with the HSC,

in the only K-12 day school of its kind in Australia.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 41/100

Academic outcomes 58/100

University placement 52/100

Prestige & heritage 47/100

Alumni network 1/100

Facilities 54/100

Transparency 43/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

The McDonald College occupies a narrow and valuable niche: a K–12 day school built for children whose 

working week already includes the studio, rehearsal room or tennis court. In Australia, that proposition is 

rare enough to matter. The school’s own claim to be the first of its kind in the country, founded in 

**1984**, gives it a long runway in balancing specialist training with the HSC. This is not a conventional 

independent school with a few extra arts electives bolted on. It is a performance-centred school in which 

ballet, dance, music, drama, technical production and elite tennis sit inside the core offer, not at the 

margins. For the right child, that creates *a serious sense of purpose*.
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That distinctiveness is also the reason it belongs on a shortlist. Families do not choose The McDonald 

College for sprawling acreage, inherited prestige or a broad church model of schooling. They choose it 

because the timetable recognises a fact many schools resist: gifted young performers and athletes need 

structured time for training without surrendering academic ambition. The school states that it gives equal 

weight to academic rigour and its specialist streams, and the public record does show concrete HSC 

performance markers in the arts, including OnSTAGE, CALLBACK and ENCORE nominations and 

selections. That matters. It signals that the performing arts side is not decorative; it feeds into recognised 

senior outcomes. At **A$21,000** a year, it also undercuts much of Sydney’s independent-school market, 

which makes this specialist model more accessible than many parents will expect. *That price point is 

striking.*

The right student for The McDonald College is not the child who wants a huge menu of extracurriculars 

and years to decide what matters. It suits the child who already knows. The ballet student who needs 

discipline, repetition and correction. The young actor or musician who wants peers with the same 

appetite for rehearsal. The junior tennis player whose training load already shapes family life. These 

children do not need a school to “discover” their passion; they need a school that can accommodate it 

without treating academics as an afterthought. They also need enough self-management to cope with a 

demanding, dual-track education. *This is a school for commitment, not dabbling.*

Parents should also read the proposition plainly. Specialisation brings focus, but it narrows the social and 

educational experience. A child who wants the full traditional school ecology of mass sport, endless 

subject breadth and a large, mixed student culture may find this model *too concentrated* and *too 

exacting*. A child energised by talented peers, specialist teachers and a campus culture built around 

performance will find something far more unusual: *a school that takes ambition seriously* from age **5–

18**. That is The McDonald College’s market position in one line: a specialist day school for young 

performers and elite tennis players who want the HSC without putting their main pursuit on hold.

S T R E N G T H S

Purpose-built specialist school combining full

HSC academic study with structured daily

training in dance, drama and music.

Small cohort sizes across the school allow closer

staff attention than at large comprehensive high

schools.

Dedicated performing arts facilities, including

theatre and dance studio spaces, integrated into

the campus.

Located in North Strathfield with convenient rail

access, suiting Sydney inner-west and northern

suburbs commuting families.

Established specialist reputation in the

performing arts sector among independent

Sydney schools.

T R A D E - O F F S

Small overall enrolment means a narrower

subject and elective range than large

comprehensive secondary schools.

Entry to the performing arts stream requires

audition, which may exclude academically

strong students without arts aptitude.

Day-only campus with no boarding option, so it

does not suit relocating families needing

residential care.

Facilities and campus footprint are modest

compared with larger, more heavily endowed

Sydney independent schools.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is via a combined academic assessment and, for the performing arts stream, an audition in dance, 

drama or music. Places are offered from Kindergarten through to senior secondary years, with mid-year 

entry sometimes possible subject to vacancies. Because the arts stream is selective by audition, 

competitiveness varies by discipline and year level rather than being uniformly high across the whole 

school. Families should apply well ahead of the intended entry year, particularly for audition-based places 

in the senior years, and be prepared to demonstrate genuine ongoing commitment to performing arts 

training alongside academic study.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_ea8ca7c647.
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