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King George V School (ESF)
Ho Man Tin, Hong Kong

Hong Kong's oldest international school, tracing to 1894, fields IB rigor

across a rare 10-acre Ho Man Tin campus.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 62/100

Academic outcomes 64/100

University placement 62/100

Prestige & heritage 63/100

Alumni network 62/100

Facilities 61/100

Transparency 51/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

King George V School occupies a rare position in Hong Kong: a large, established English-medium day 

school with genuine campus scale. In a city where many schools stack pupils vertically, KGV has a **10-

acre** Ho Man Tin site and the institutional weight of a school founded in **1936**. That matters. Space 

changes the pupil experience: sport works better, performance and co-curricular life have room to 

breathe, and older students get a school that feels like a school rather than an office block with 

classrooms. Add ESF’s long-standing reputation and an **11:1** student-teacher ratio, and KGV lands as 

one of the territory’s most serious mainstream international options. *That combination is hard to 

replicate.*
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Academically, KGV offers a clear secondary pathway: IGCSE followed by the IB Diploma, with the IB 

Middle Years Programme feeding into it. For parents who want a conventional English-medium route 

without the fragmentation that comes from mixed systems, that coherence is a strength. This is not a 

boutique school trading on intimacy or a niche pedagogical experiment. It is a big, busy, academically 

credible institution with the breadth to serve high achievers, committed all-rounders and students who 

need choice at sixth form. Average class size sits at **22**: not tiny, but workable for a school of this 

scale, and consistent with a model built on breadth rather than exclusivity. *There is substance here, not 

theatre.*

What puts KGV on a shortlist is not novelty. It is depth, scale and scarcity. Hong Kong has many ambitious 

schools; it has fewer with this history, this amount of land, and this level of recognition among 

international families. The school’s age range, **5–18**, also gives it unusual continuity. Families who 

value stability, a strong peer group and a campus that supports sport, arts and student leadership in a 

serious way will find KGV compelling. *It feels rooted.* *It has reach.* The trade-off is obvious: a school of 

this size does not deliver the hand-held, highly personalised atmosphere some families want. Parents 

seeking a tiny community or a highly sheltered environment should look elsewhere.

The students who thrive at KGV are independent, sociable and comfortable in a large ecosystem. They 

want academic challenge, but not at the cost of a fuller school life. They are the pupils who will use the 

campus, join teams, take the stage, and handle the pace of a prominent Hong Kong school without 

needing constant adult management. For internationally mobile families, or for local families who want an 

English-language education with real scale, KGV remains *a serious contender* and *a rare asset in Hong 

Kong’s school market*.

S T R E N G T H S

IB Diploma, MYP and IGCSE pathways.

English instruction suits internationally mobile

families.

11:1 student-teacher ratio allows closer

attention.

Day school for ages 5–18 offers continuity.

T R A D E - O F F S

Day-only model means no boarding option.

English-only instruction may limit bilingual

immersion.

Large age range, 5–18, may feel less specialised.
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A D M I S S I O N S

King George V School is an ESF day school serving ages 5–18, so the main admissions entry points are 

likely to align with primary, secondary and sixth-form progression across that span. Publicly, the school 

context confirms English-medium teaching and a curriculum running through IGCSE, the IB Middle Years 

Programme and IB Diploma. Beyond that, the school does not publish enough detail here to pin down 

exact year-by-year entry routes. For oversubscribed years, families should expect a competitive process 

rather than automatic admission.

The publicly available information provided here does not set out the assessment format, whether 

interviews are used, or precise application deadlines. Nor is there evidence in this material of bursaries 

or means-tested financial aid, so it would be unwise to assume either is available. The most distinctive 

point is that this is an ESF school rather than a stand-alone private school, which usually means 

admissions are handled within a wider group framework rather than entirely at campus level. Parents 

should check the school and ESF admissions pages directly for current timelines and required documents.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_dfc3eb664a.
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