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Colégio Bandeirantes
São Paulo, Brazil

Since 1934 in Vila Mariana, the school that pioneered Brazil's live

presidential debates now tops ENEM leaderboards statewide.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 78/100

Academic outcomes 83/100

University placement 78/100

Prestige & heritage 78/100

Alumni network 78/100

Facilities 76/100

Transparency 72/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Colégio Bandeirantes occupies a rare position in São Paulo: a long-established Brazilian day school, 

founded in **1934**, with the academic heft of an exam factory and the scale to offer more than rote 

preparation. The headline strength is straightforward. This is one of the schools parents mention when 

ENEM results matter, and that reputation keeps it on shortlists across the city. Yet the school’s case does 

not rest on scores alone. Its public identity now combines academic discipline with a more modern 

institutional language around cosmopolitanism, diversity and student agency. That mix gives Bandeirantes

a sharper profile than many traditional Brazilian schools, which still trade on rigour while saying little 

about how students actually live inside the system. Here, the school puts forward electives, 
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complementary activities, sport, cultural life and explicit socioemotional education as part of the core 

offer. *Academic ambition with structure* is the point of entry; *serious schooling without pious 

packaging* is the broader proposition.

What marks it out is the combination of prestige, tradition and civic visibility. Bandeirantes has long 

carried public weight in Brazil’s education culture; your own editorial line on its role in pioneering live 

presidential debates captures that better than any slogan on the website. That matters because it places 

the school in a category beyond private tutoring dressed up as education. It has institutional memory, 

intellectual confidence and a habit of engaging the wider culture. The current framing of “Band 

Cosmopolita” pushes that further, stressing multiple identities, collaboration and openness to the world 

while keeping Portuguese at the centre and English in the mix. Parents should still read that language 

with discipline. The school’s public messaging is expansive and idealistic; the decisive question is not the 

rhetoric but whether a child will thrive in a high-pressure environment where expectations are real. 

Bandeirantes is not a soft landing. It is for families who want *pressure with purpose*, *a demanding peer 

group* and a school where strong students are expected to keep moving.

The best-fit student is bright, self-propelled and comfortable in a competitive culture from ages **10–18**.

This is a place for pupils who want to work hard, handle a fast pace and use a large school’s ecosystem 

well: electives, sport, cultural programmes, technology and a visible route “from Band to the world”. It 

also suits students who want a non-religious setting and who value a school that speaks openly about 

coexistence, drug prevention and sexuality education rather than hiding those issues. Children who need 

constant hand-holding, a gentler academic tempo or a highly bespoke pastoral model will find stronger 

fits elsewhere. Bandeirantes belongs on a shortlist because it offers *status that has to be earned*, *clear 

academic seriousness* and the reach of a school that has spent **90+ years** shaping São Paulo’s 

educational elite without retreating into nostalgia.

S T R E N G T H S

Founded in 1934 as Ginasio Bandeirantes and

renamed Colegio Bandeirantes in 1944, giving it

nearly nine decades of continuous operation in

the Vila Mariana district of Sao Paulo.

The school has a strong record in national

university entrance exams; in the widely

reported 2013 ENEM top-30-schools ranking it

placed first in Sao Paulo state and second

nationally.

A single, purpose-built ~18,000 sq m campus

houses a library, science and robotics/maker

labs, auditorium, covered and uncovered sports

courts, and a music room.

The school runs a dedicated international-

university advisory team and reports recent

alumni acceptances at universities outside

Brazil.

Historically an exam-focused secondary school

for adolescents only, it expanded in 2022-2023

to offer Elementary School I (from age 6) inside

a newly built 12-storey tower.

T R A D E - O F F S

New pupils at most entry points, including

young children, must pass a competitive

entrance exam ("vestibulinho"), a process some

local commentators say adds early academic

pressure.

Monthly tuition has been reported at roughly

R$5,000 (2022-2024), positioning it in the

higher fee bracket for Sao Paulo day schools,

with course materials billed separately.

The school faced public scrutiny in 2024 after

student suicides were reported in close

succession, prompting a student-led protest

calling for action on bullying and mental health

support.

The curriculum is Brazilian and

vestibular/ENEM-oriented rather than an

international or bilingual dual-diploma track, so

it will not suit families wanting an IB or A-level

pathway.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is staged across grade transitions (notably Elementary I, 6th grade and the first year of Ensino 

Medio), each with its own selection process advertised on the school secretariat pages. Children of alumni

and siblings of current students receive a priority enrolment window before places open to the general 

public. New applicants at most levels sit a competitive entrance exam. Demand for places, particularly at 

the newer Elementary I intake, appears to run ahead of supply, so early application is advisable.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_d47dcdabb9.
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