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Marlborough College

Marlborough, United Kingdom

A 4,000-year-old Neolithic mound anchors a Wiltshire campus that
pioneered co-education among Britain's boarding schools.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 70/100
Academic outcomes 70/100
University placement 68/100
Prestige & heritage 74/100
Alumni network 73/100
Facilities 73/100
Transparency 62/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

The first thing that sets Marlborough College apart is physical, not rhetorical: a Neolithic mound at the
centre of the campus, with the town of Marlborough wrapped around it. That oddity matters because the
school itself has the same mix of old establishment weight and *distinctive self-possession*. Founded in
1843 for the sons of Anglican clergy, it now runs as a co-educational day and boarding school for ages 13
to 18, with around 1,000 pupils in 2023 and roughly 45 per cent girls. In the market, Marlborough sits in
the top tier of English independent schools without the brittle social theatre that clings to some rivals. It
is expensive — an average of **£51,228** a year for day pupils and **£64,035** for boarders — but
parents are paying for a school with scale, history and serious reach.
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The academic picture is strong and, more importantly, legible. Marlborough teaches a British curriculum
in English, holds ISI and HMC accreditation, and runs at a **10:1** student-teacher ratio with an average
class size of 18: large enough to offer breadth, tight enough to avoid anonymity. University outcomes are
robust. From 210 leavers in 2024, 86 per cent went to top-100 universities; 19 secured Oxbridge places,
52 went to Russell Group universities, and 2 to the Ivy League, with Oxford, Cambridge and Durham the
most common named destinations. That does not make Marlborough a hothouse. It makes it a school with
*serious academic traction* and a broad enough base to send pupils in several directions, not just down
one prestige funnel.

What makes it shortlist-worthy is the combination of pedigree and range. Marlborough has a verified
alumni footprint of 789 notable former pupils catalogued in Wikidata, spanning politics, science, writing,
business and elite sport, which tells you something about the institution’s long-term cultural reach. It also
occupies a useful position for families who want a full boarding-school experience without choosing a
school defined by *claustrophobic tradition* or exam-drill. This is a good fit for able, energetic teenagers
who want strong teaching, full extracurricular breadth and a campus life with real density. It is less suited
to children who need intense hand-holding, a tiny sixth form, or a softer, more intimate atmosphere.
Marlborough suits pupils with stamina, curiosity and enough confidence to make use of a big, old,
*socially complex* school rather than be swallowed by it.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Marlborough was rated Excellent by the o Fees are among the highest in the UK

Independent Schools Inspectorate for both
academic achievement and personal
development, though the relevant full inspection
dates to 2018.

Marlborough was one of the first traditional
boys' boarding schools to admit girls, welcoming
them into the Sixth Form from 1968, with full
co-education arriving in 1989, making it one of
the longer-established mixed full-boarding
schools in the UK.

The campus sits on around 280 acres of
Wiltshire downland, centred on a 4,000-year-old
Neolithic mound, giving pupils unusually
extensive grounds and heritage-site access.

The school reports world-class co-curricular
provision, with the strongest bands in sport,
music, drama and visual arts.

Means-tested bursaries can cover up to 100% of
fees based on financial need, widening access
beyond the headline fee level.

A new fully co-educational day house opens in

September 2026, creating a day option that did
not previously exist at scale.
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independent sector, at roughly GBP 55,000 per
annum for boarding and GBP 30,000 for day
places.

The school has historically been an almost

entirely boarding institution, so families wanting
a day-only place have had very few options until
the new day house, which is only just launching.

Sixth Form entry is sharply selective, with
roughly one applicant in four gaining a place
and a baseline of six GCSEs at grade 6 or above,
and higher demands in mathematics and the
sciences.

An earlier ISI compliance inspection found that
recruitment and safeguarding checks on staff
were not always completed before they started
work; the school says this has since been
addressed.
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ADMISSIONS

Marlborough admits mainly at 13+ (Year 9) and 16+ (Sixth Form). Most 13+ places are assessed via ISEB
Common Pre-Tests taken in Year 6, with registration recommended by the end of Year 5 and a closing date
in early October of Year 6. Sixth Form entry requires a minimum of six GCSEs at grade 6 or higher, with
grades 8-9 expected in maths and sciences, and is markedly competitive, with roughly one in four
applicants successful. A registration fee applies, plus a refundable acceptance deposit. Academic, music,
art and sport scholarships and means-tested bursaries are available, some covering up to full fees. A fully
co-educational day house opens in September 2026, adding a day route alongside the main boarding entry
points.

NOTABLE ALUMNI (789)

SPORT: David Dunford, David Janes, David Lacy-Scott, Douglas Robinson, Ed Carpenter, Edward Buckland,
Edward Cephas John Stevens, Edward Shaw

MUSIC: Nick Drake, Humphrey Carpenter, Chris de Burgh, Richard West, Alan Pownall, Bo Bruce, Clement Scott,
Richard Campbell

DRAMA: David Nobbs, Jack Whitehall, Ernest Thesiger, Nicholas Woodeson, James Mason, Laurence Irving,
Vernon Sewell, James Robertson Justice

VISUAL ARTS: David Kindersley, Randal Keynes, Q5593231, William Morris, Owen Finlay Maclaren, Bruce
Chatwin, Lauren Child, Nigel Gresley

LETTERS: David Nobbs, Randal Keynes, Edmund Penning-Rowsell, Ellis Ashmead-Bartlett, Frances Osborne,
Frank Gardner, Gerald Barry, Henry Hyde Champion

POLITICS: David White, Dennis Vosper, Baron Runcorn, Douglas Lloyd Savory, Dudley Aman, 1st Baron Marley,
Edward Cephas John Stevens, Ellis Ashmead-Bartlett, Ernest Baggallay, Ernest Debenham

SCIENCE: Douglas Lloyd Savory, Edward Arthur Henry Blunt, Edward Talbot Thackeray, Edward Thompson,
George Herbert Fowler, Samuel H. Butcher, John Manuel Cook, Howard Nixon

BUSINESS: Edward Tollemache, Ernest Debenham, Ghislaine Maxwell, Owen Finlay Maclaren, Mark Malloch

Brown, Baron Malloch-Brown, Samantha Cameron, G. F. Stewart, Robert Noel

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch d3e859a9c2.
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