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Strathallan School

Perthshire, Scotland, United Kingdom

The only Scottish boarding school running Highers, Advanced Highers
and A-Levels side by side across 153 acres of Perthshire countryside.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 57/100
Academic outcomes 58/100
University placement 55/100
Prestige & heritage 44/100
Alumni network 20/100
Facilities 67/100
Transparency 64/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Strathallan occupies a narrow and useful niche in the UK market: a full boarding and day school in rural
Perthshire, set on **153 acres**, with the uncommon ability to run Scottish Highers and Advanced
Highers alongside A-Levels. For families weighing Scotland against the English boarding circuit, that
matters. It gives pupils more than one route through the senior years without forcing a move at **16**.
The school’s scale and setting also define it. This is not an urban sixth form college with boarding
attached; it is a countryside school with room for sport, outdoor activity and boarding life to shape the
week. The published **1:8** student-teacher ratio points to real access to staff, not mass-market pastoral
rhetoric. *A serious boarding proposition*, then, with enough breadth to attract both local day families
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and international boarders.

What stands out is not polished branding but range. Strathallan pushes hard on sport, co-curricular life
and practical opportunity: floodlit astroturf, an indoor multi-sports hall, outdoor pursuits, Combined Cadet
Force, academic clubs, university preparation, and an onsite clay target range that the school states is
unique in Scotland. Music also has unusual visibility, with three pipe bands and ensembles spanning rock
to folk. That mix gives the school a *robust all-rounder identity* rather than a narrowly academic one.
Parents who want a school where a child can combine classroom work with *competitive sport*, *country
pursuits* or *visible performance opportunities* will find more substance here than at many polished but
interchangeable boarding schools.

The shortlist case is clear. Strathallan suits pupils aged **9-18** who will use space, structure and variety
well: sporty children, boarders who want a busy house and weekend programme, and teenagers who
benefit from having several post-GCSE academic routes in one place. It also suits families who value a
non-denominational school with established sector credentials through HMC, SCIS and the BSA. The limit
is also clear. This is not the first pick for a child who wants a metropolitan setting, a highly specialised
arts conservatoire atmosphere, or a school known chiefly for publishing headline academic data; the
school does not publish aggregate exam outcomes in the public domain here. Strathallan belongs on a
shortlist for families seeking *a grounded Scottish boarding education*, *ample room to grow*, and a
school where pupils can build a life that extends well beyond the timetable.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Co-educational day and boarding school set on o Rural location in Perthshire, roughly an hour
an extensive 153-acre rural estate in Perthshire, from Edinburgh, means longer transfers for
with its own golf course and substantial outdoor international boarding families and less
sports facilities. immediate access to a major airport.

o Runs the GCSE and A-Level curriculum, giving « Fees sit at typical UK independent boarding
pupils a clear, familiar pathway into UK and levels, a significant multi-year commitment that
international university systems. families should confirm directly with the school

» Long-established school, founded in 1913, with a for current figures.
mature boarding house structure and a genuine e Academic reputation is regional and specialism-
full boarding culture in which day and boarding specific rather than nationally elite, and the
pupils are fully integrated. school does not compete with the UK's most

« World-class sports and music co-curricular academically selective institutions on outcomes.
programmes, alongside a broad offer including ¢ As a moderately sized school, subject and
clay target shooting, pipe bands, Duke of extracurricular choice at Sixth Form is narrower
Edinburgh's Award and outdoor pursuits. than at some larger English boarding schools.

o Sits at rank 68 on the Elite Sport 80, reflecting
one of Scotland's deepest multi-sport boarding
programmes.
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ADMISSIONS

Main entry points are at age 13, with smaller intakes at 11 and into the Sixth Form at 16. Applications
require school references, recent academic reports and an assessment day or interview; boarding places
should be registered well in advance given capacity limits. Entry is selective but not hyper-competitive
compared with the most academically selective English boarding schools. Overseas families should
confirm visa and guardianship arrangements early, and check current fee schedules directly with the
admissions office rather than relying on published averages.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch c¢7d5d3d8ba.
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