
W O R L D ' S  T O P  S C H O O L S 2026-09-03

Canadian International School Abu Dhabi
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

Alberta's inquiry-based Program of Studies pairs with AP courses here, a

rare Canadian-to-US pathway from a Khalifa City campus.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 61/100

Academic outcomes 66/100

University placement 63/100

Prestige & heritage 57/100

Alumni network 52/100

Facilities 72/100

Transparency 67/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Canadian International School Abu Dhabi occupies a distinct niche in the city: a full **3–18** English-

medium day school delivering the Alberta Program of Studies, with AP courses layered on top. That 

combination is rare. For families who want a Canadian curriculum without giving up a US university 

admissions route, CIS offers a clean academic line from early years to graduation. Founded in **2002**, it 

is not a start-up and not an imported branch campus trading on a distant reputation; it is a long-running 

Abu Dhabi school with a defined identity in Khalifa City. The school also holds an **Outstanding** ADEK 

rating for **2023/24**, which matters in a market crowded with schools that talk a better game than they 

execute.
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What puts it on a shortlist is not mystique but clarity. Alberta Education accreditation gives the academic 

model structure and external oversight. The Alberta curriculum is well regarded for coherence, literacy, 

numeracy and progression, and CIS pairs that with an inquiry-led classroom style that suits students who 

learn through discussion, projects and applied tasks rather than rote memorisation. The school also 

trades on breadth: a wide age range, student support services, two libraries, and a campus culture that 

leans hard into inclusion and belonging. *Warm without being woolly*, *academically serious*, *globally 

minded* and *clear in purpose* is a strong mix for expatriate families who need continuity and 

recognisable standards.

The school’s market position sits between the city’s premium British and IB names and the more 

utilitarian mid-market operators. The draw here is not heritage, prestige signalling or a sprawling super-

campus. It is a regulated Canadian curriculum, an established local presence, and a practical pathway for 

students who may move between systems. Parents who want forensic publication of outcomes will find 

some opacity: the school references PISA results, but public aggregate data on AP performance and 

university destinations is not prominently disclosed. That is a weakness. Still, the core proposition holds: 

*a disciplined curriculum with flexibility at the top end*, *a credible non-British alternative*, and *a 

school that knows exactly what it is*.

The best fit is the student who thrives in a structured but not rigid environment: inquisitive, steady, and 

comfortable in a diverse international cohort. CIS suits families who value English-language instruction, 

want a Canadian academic base, and prefer substance over social theatre. It will appeal to children who 

need *consistency, pastoral warmth and academic order* more than they need high-octane prestige. For 

internationally mobile families, and for parents weighing Canada and the US as future higher-education 

destinations, CIS Abu Dhabi earns serious consideration.

S T R E N G T H S

ADEK rated Outstanding in 2023/24

Alberta Education-accredited Canadian

curriculum from KG to Grade 12

English-medium education from ages 3–18

Modern Khalifa City A campus with pool,

gymnasium, science labs and two libraries

Established since 2002 with a 90-plus-

nationality intake

T R A D E - O F F S

No boarding; day school only

Little externally comparable examination data

published in a way parents can benchmark

against A level or IB peers

Public-facing material says little about

reporting, pastoral follow-up or parent feedback

once enrolled
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A D M I S S I O N S

Canadian International School Abu Dhabi is a day school for ages 3–18, with admissions running from 

Kindergarten to Grade 12, so the main entry points are the usual start-of-phase years in early childhood, 

primary, lower secondary and the senior grades. The school advertises that admissions are open for 2026–

27, but it does not publish a detailed annual deadline structure in the material provided. Nor does it set 

out, here, a clear assessment format, interview process or selection sequence, beyond the implication that 

age-appropriate placement and prior schooling matter.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_c6fa0e95bf.
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