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Burke Mountain Academy
East Burke, VT, United States

America's first ski-racing academy, tucked at the base of a Northeast

Kingdom peak, has sent dozens of graduates to the Winter Olympics since

1970.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 55/100

Academic outcomes 52/100

University placement 58/100

Prestige & heritage 52/100

Alumni network 1/100

Facilities 83/100

Transparency 58/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Burke Mountain Academy occupies a narrow, serious niche: a boarding school for ski racers who want 

their sport to dictate the shape of school, not sit beside it as an extracurricular. Founded in 1970 as 

America’s first ski academy, it has spent more than five decades building a model around alpine racing at 

the base of Burke Mountain in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom. The headline facts matter: a **1:5** 

student–teacher ratio, boarding for ages **13–19**, and NEASC accreditation. The school’s claim to 

distinction rests on output as much as identity: more than **40** alumni have raced in the Winter 
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Olympics, and more than **165** have reached national teams or NCAA level. For families hunting a 

conventional all-round independent school, this is not the right shortlist. For families with a gifted ski 

racer, it belongs near the top.

What sets Burke apart is its single-mindedness. The school does not pretend to cater to every ambitious 

teenager; it is built for athletes willing to organise adolescence around gates, conditioning, travel and 

repetition. That clarity is one of its strengths. Burke offers a *hard-edged sense of purpose*, a *close-knit 

team culture* and a timetable designed around year-round ski-racing development rather than generic 

college-prep theatre. The academic side leads to a US High School Diploma and the school describes it as 

rigorous, but the central proposition is plain: this is a place where serious racers can pursue school 

without stepping off the high-performance track. Parents who value *clarity over polish* and *discipline 

over comfort* will understand the appeal immediately.

The trade-off is obvious, and families need to face it squarely. Burke is small, specialised and intensive. A 

child who wants broad subject choice, a large social scene, or multiple first-rate sports and arts pathways 

will find the model restrictive. The school’s philosophy leans hard on trust, responsibility, humility and 

work; that ethos suits students with *competitive fire* and *unflashy resilience*, not those who need 

constant external management or a wider menu of identity options. Burke’s best-fit student is an alpine 

racer whose talent is established, whose appetite for training is real, and whose family wants a school 

that treats skiing as the organising principle rather than the reward for surviving the school day.

S T R E N G T H S

Specializes in alpine ski racing training fully

integrated with a US high school academic

schedule, with slope access immediately

adjacent to campus.

Located next to Burke Mountain Resort in

Vermont's Northeast Kingdom, allowing daily on-

snow training without travel time to a hill.

Long-established program, founded in 1970,

with a multi-decade record of alumni

progressing to US Ski Team and national-level

racing.

Very small enrollment (roughly 60-70 students)

allows close coaching ratios and individualized

athletic and academic attention.

Maintains a fully accredited US high school

diploma track alongside its athletic program, so

students leave with a standard transcript.

T R A D E - O F F S

Single-sport focus on competitive alpine ski

racing makes it unsuitable for students without

serious racing ambition or ability.

Remote rural location in Vermont's Northeast

Kingdom is far from major airports and offers

limited surrounding town infrastructure.

Small student body restricts breadth of course

electives, extracurricular variety, and social/peer

diversity relative to larger boarding schools.

Boarding and training fees are substantial, and

the demanding ski schedule compresses time

available for non-ski activities.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Admission covers grades 9 through 12 plus a postgraduate year, with rolling review rather than a single 

fixed deadline. Applicants typically submit competitive ski racing results, coach references, and academic 

transcripts, and most undergo an interview and on-snow assessment. Because places are limited to 

roughly 60-70 skiers organized into training groups, selection weighs athletic ceiling as heavily as 

academic record, making this a narrow, sport-specific admissions process rather than a conventional 

broad-based boarding school application.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_c2f9d94ded.
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