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Cheongna Dalton School

Incheon, South Korea

Inside Incheon's Free Economic Zone, a Dalton Plan campus pairs House-

Assignment-Laboratory pedagogy with its own equestrian field.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 56/100
Academic outcomes 58/100
University placement 56/100
Prestige & heritage 56/100
Alumni network 55/100
Facilities 58/100
Transparency 45/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Cheongna Dalton School does not trade on a generic “international school” formula. It sits in Incheon’s
Free Economic Zone, teaches in English only, follows an American curriculum and, crucially, builds itself
around the Dalton Plan. That matters. The Dalton model pushes students towards independence, planning
and self-management through House, Assignment and Laboratory structures, rather than constant
teacher-led hand-holding. Parents looking for a *high-control*, heavily coached environment should look
elsewhere. Parents who want a school to train habits of autonomy from an early age will put CDS on the
shortlist. The school opened in **2011**, covers ages **3-18**, and operates as a non-religious day
school.
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What marks CDS out in the Korean and wider East Asian market is that combination of American college-
preparatory schooling with a pedagogical identity that is more specific than the standard “US curriculum
in English”. Many schools claim to produce independent learners; CDS has tied its whole structure to that
proposition. The setting adds another point of distinction: this is a campus in Cheongna with its own
equestrian field, a *genuinely unusual* feature in a region where outdoor space is scarce and many urban
international schools work within tighter physical constraints. Accreditation by WASC and EARCOS gives
it recognised external anchoring, though the school does not publish the sort of public outcomes data that
would let parents test academic results in detail against competitors.

At **¥21,350,000 KRW** a year on average across the full age range, CDS sits in the *serious-fee* bracket
and invites direct comparison with other premium international options in greater Seoul. Its appeal is
clearest for students who thrive when given room to organise their own work, speak up, and take
responsibility for deadlines. This is a strong fit for self-directed children, internationally mobile families
who want an American pathway, and older students with a *clear appetite for ownership* of their
learning. It is a weaker fit for children who need relentless structure, frequent external prompting, or a
more conventional, exam-drilled classroom culture. CDS’s value lies in that *distinct educational bet*:
freedom, responsibility and English-medium American schooling, all on one campus.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Licensed to use the Dalton Plan pedagogy ¢ As a lower-profile, 'candidate tier' school, it
(House and Lab system) developed by New lacks the long track record of university
York's The Dalton School, giving it a distinct placement data and public exam results
instructional model rather than a generic available for established Seoul international
American curriculum copy. schools.

o Located in Cheongna International City, a e« Cheongna is a distance from central Seoul,
purpose-built free economic zone in Incheon meaning families based in the capital face a
with modern campus facilities and planned significant commute or must relocate to the

green space. Incheon area.

o Instruction is delivered in English on a US-style o Like most Korean international schools,
curriculum, easing transitions for expatriate
families relocating from other American-

admission is generally restricted to foreign-
passport holders or Korean students with

curriculum systems.

Relatively new, purpose-built campus rather
than a converted or shared facility, common
among schools set up within Korea's Incheon
Free Economic Zone.
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substantial overseas residency, limiting access
for local families.

Smaller and newer than flagship options such as
Chadwick International or Seoul Foreign School,
so extracurricular breadth and alumni network
are correspondingly limited.
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ADMISSIONS

Admission points typically run from early elementary through secondary grades, subject to space. As with
other Korean international schools, eligibility is generally restricted to foreign nationals or Korean
students who meet overseas-residency requirements under Ministry of Education rules. Applications
require prior school transcripts, and an English-language or academic assessment interview is standard.
Given its smaller size and newer standing relative to Seoul's established international schools,
competitiveness is moderate rather than intense, though places can be limited at popular entry years.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch c124caaa87.
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