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The Harrodian School
London, United Kingdom

Barnes riverside day school with a strong arts tradition

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 64/100

Academic outcomes 73/100

University placement 64/100

Prestige & heritage 54/100

Alumni network 51/100

Facilities 76/100

Transparency 78/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

The Harrodian School trades on something many London day schools cannot offer: a *genuinely rare* 

riverside campus in Barnes, with space, greenery and a degree of seclusion that changes the feel of 

school life. This is a co-educational day school for ages **4–18**, founded in **1993**, and the through-

school structure matters. Harrodian organises itself across Pre-Prep, Prep, Senior and Sixth Form, but 

sells a single-school identity rather than a set of disconnected phases. The strongest point in its public 

case is coherence: a child can start young, stay put and grow within one institution with a settled culture. 

The school also states its strengths with unusual clarity. It has a strong academic reputation in the 

humanities and the arts, while pushing hard to establish credibility in maths, science and economics too. 

That combination gives Harrodian its market position: *cultured rather than doctrinaire*, strong in 
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expressive subjects, but not content to be dismissed as an arts school with weak academic edges.

What puts it on a shortlist is not brute academic data — the school does not publish aggregate public 

exam results in the source excerpt here — but character and fit. Harrodian’s pitch is individual 

development, breadth and confidence, backed by facilities designed for each age group and an extensive 

co-curricular programme that spans Lego Mindstorm, Model United Nations, debating, drama, music, 

rowing and sport. That breadth matters because it points to the type of pupil who thrives here: articulate, 

outward-facing children with interests beyond the narrow exam track, and families who want a school 

that treats performance, sport and intellectual life as parallel pursuits rather than a hierarchy. The 

average annual day fee is **£26,518**, which places Harrodian in the expensive London independent 

bracket, though not at the very top of that market.

The child who will want Harrodian is not the one craving a *spartan*, hyper-selective academic machine. 

This school’s appeal sits elsewhere: in a *self-assured* social atmosphere, visible investment in the arts 

and co-curricular life, and an education built around the *whole child* rather than relentless score-

chasing. For creative pupils, confident joiners-in and students who want room to act, speak, perform, 

compete and develop a public self, Harrodian has a clear draw. For families whose first priority is 

published outcomes, hard academic benchmarking and a visibly exam-driven culture, the case is less 

complete. That is the central judgement on Harrodian: *distinctive*, attractive and well-positioned for all-

rounders, but a school you shortlist for ethos, setting and breadth before raw data.
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Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_bdd99be31e.
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