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UWC Atlantic
Llantwit Major, United Kingdom

In a seafront medieval castle in Wales, the founding United World College

still teaches the IB curriculum it helped invent.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 64/100

Academic outcomes 65/100

University placement 63/100

Prestige & heritage 68/100

Alumni network 68/100

Facilities 64/100

Transparency 52/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

St Donat’s Castle on the Welsh coast is not a gimmick here; it is the frame for a sixth-form boarding 

college that has done something few schools can claim. UWC Atlantic, founded in 1962, is the founding 

college of the UWC movement and one of the institutions that co-created the IB Diploma Programme. It 

takes only ages 16 to 19, runs a two-year IB course, and draws students from over **150 countries** into 

a fully boarding environment on 122 acres of woodland, farmland and seafront. That matters because this 

is not a conventional British boarding school with an international stream attached. It is a *deliberately 

intense* global residential college for older teenagers, built around the idea that education extends well 

beyond the timetable.
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What puts it on a shortlist is the combination of pedigree, scale of international mix and seriousness of 

purpose. The school’s average annual boarding fee is **£39,000**, which places it below the top end of 

the UK full-boarding market while still squarely in premium territory. The outcomes are strong and 

concrete: from 175 leavers in 2024, **88%** went to top-100 universities, with 11 to Oxbridge, 27 to 

Russell Group institutions and 11 to the Ivy League. The alumni footprint is also substantial, with over 

9,100 alumni cited by the school and at least 113 notable alumni catalogued in Wikidata across politics, 

business, science, journalism and the arts. That record gives the college *real institutional weight* rather 

than just romantic scenery and idealistic language.

The catch is clear. This is not a school for families who want tight academic shepherding, a conventional 

house competition culture or a broad age-range campus with younger siblings in tow. UWC Atlantic is 

small in age span, specialised in mission and *not for the faint-hearted*. Students live with peers from 

radically different national, political and economic backgrounds, and the school leans hard into 

experiential education alongside the IB. The right student is intellectually ambitious, emotionally sturdy 

and willing to be challenged by other people’s convictions every day. For the teenager who wants a *high-

conviction* international boarding experience before university, few schools in Britain offer a setting this 

distinctive or a model this *unusually idealistic* without tipping into soft academics.

S T R E N G T H S

Founding UWC college, established in 1962

12th-century castle campus set in 122 acres

with seafront

Students from over 150 countries

IB with outdoor experiential education

88% of the 2024 class progressed to top-100

universities

T R A D E - O F F S

Boarding-focused, post-16 entry only

Narrow age range: 16–19 only

Annual boarding fee: £39,000

Mission-led, self-directed model that will not suit

every teenager
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A D M I S S I O N S

UWC Atlantic is a boarding college for ages 16–19, so the clear entry point is post-16, for the two-year 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. It draws students from more than 150 countries and is 

unusual in being both the founding UWC and the only United World College in the UK. The school's own 

material stresses an outdoor-orientated experiential education alongside the IB, delivered at St Donat's 

Castle in south Wales. UWC admissions typically run through national committees and a selection process 

weighted towards potential and fit with the movement's mission; families should confirm the current 

assessment format, interview structure and application deadlines directly with the college, as we could 

not independently verify these from the sources available.

Financial aid terms are likewise best confirmed with the school, since the UWC model is historically 

associated with needs-based scholarship support but the specifics vary by year and applicant. What is 

distinctive, and likely relevant to selection, is the school's stated emphasis on international diversity, 

shared boarding life and an educational model that blurs the line between curricular and co-curricular 

work. In practice, applicants should expect fit with that ethos to matter as much as raw academic profile.

N O T A B L E  A L U M N I  ( 1 1 3 )

SPORT: Princess Elisabeth, Duchess of Brabant

MUSIC: Julian Wagstaff

DRAMA: Henry Bromell, Sally El Hosaini, Ashraf Johaardien, Devika Bhagat, Malcolm Dixelius, Julien Magnat,

Kara Miller, Johannes Brandrup

VISUAL_ARTS: Wangechi Mutu, Mónica Mayer, Priscilla Rattazzi

LETTERS: Hilde Hagerup, Aernout van Lynden, Henry Bromell, Sally El Hosaini, Susanna Hellsing, Carole Corbeil,

Chris Morgan, Devika Bhagat

POLITICS: Julie Payette, Eluned Morgan, Santiago Martínez-Caro de la Concha-Castañeda, Michiel van Hulten,

David Cunliffe, Steve Lang, Marjan Šetinc, Christian Leffler

SCIENCE: Julie Payette, David Christian, Pentti Kouri, Seppo Honkapohja, Charles Kuta, David Ceperley, David

Voas, David Fleming

BUSINESS: Edoardo Agnelli, Tarek Ben Halim, Harold Boël, Elda Mata, Jorma Ollila, Hakeem Bello-Osagie, Kari

Blackburn, Qais Al Khonji

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_b69fd3f2cb.
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