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Canford School
Wimborne Minster, United Kingdom

A Sir Charles Barry-designed Grade I manor on the River Stour, home to

one of England's last two working real tennis courts.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 72/100

Academic outcomes 73/100

University placement 71/100

Prestige & heritage 75/100

Alumni network 74/100

Facilities 76/100

Transparency 66/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

A Sir Charles Barry house on the River Stour, 250 acres of landscaped grounds and one of England’s last 

two working real tennis courts give Canford instant distinction; the harder question is whether the school 

has substance beyond the setting. It does. This is a full boarding school in the proper sense, with no 

weekly or flexi option, and that matters: the culture is organised around a seven-day community rather 

than a day-school timetable with dormitories attached. At 650 pupils, Canford sits in a useful middle 

ground — large enough to field serious academic, sporting and cultural programmes, small enough for 

staff to know pupils properly. The published **10:1 student-teacher ratio** and average class size of 

**18** support that claim. For families who want a traditional English boarding school without the scale, 
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noise and social sprawl of the biggest brands, Canford is a *serious contender*.

Academically, the picture is strong and unusually clear. The school states that 25% of A level grades were 

A* and 87% A*–B, against national figures of 9.7% and 55.8%. Destinations carry weight too: from 155 

leavers in 2024, 80% went to top-100 universities, with 7 to Oxbridge and 43 to Russell Group 

institutions; Bristol took 10, Oxford 4 and Cambridge 3. That does not place Canford in the tiny group of 

exam factories built around relentless academic sorting. It places it in a more attractive bracket for many 

families: *high-performing*, ambitious, but still broad in character. ISI and HMC accreditation add 

credibility, and the school’s latest ISI report singled out pupil leadership as a significant strength, which 

fits the institutional style — polished, organised, and keen on responsibility rather than raw swagger.

The fees place Canford exactly where its peers sit in the upper tier of British independent education: an 

average annual day fee of **£43,000** and an average annual boarding fee of **£57,000** across the full 

age range. Parents are paying for a lot more than buildings. They are buying a complete boarding 

environment, scale without impersonality, and a campus that supports sport, culture and outdoor life with 

unusual ease. The school’s Anglican foundation still forms part of its identity, but this is not a confessional 

school in tone; the stronger impression is of a *well-drilled*, socially fluent boarding community with real 

expectations around contribution and conduct.

The pupil who will want Canford is not the one chasing the hardest academic hothouse, nor the one who 

wants a loose, bohemian sixth form. Canford suits students who like structure, enjoy being busy, and will 

use a full boarding environment properly: evenings, weekends, sport, music, leadership, house life. It will 

also suit families who value *civilised ambition* over edge. The school’s alumni footprint is substantial — 

51 notable alumni catalogued in Wikidata across politics, business, science, the arts and sport — which 

reinforces the point. Canford belongs on a shortlist because it offers a rare combination: beauty without 

flimsiness, tradition without stagnation, and results without turning adolescence into a production line.

S T R E N G T H S

Runs a genuinely full boarding model, with the

school reporting that on average 80 per cent or

more of boarders remain on campus at

weekends, sustaining a residential co-curricular

culture.

Occupies a large historic estate beside the River

Stour with extensive on-site provision, including

a 25-metre pool, a nine-hole golf course, a Real

Tennis court, 12 grass pitches and the 300-seat

Layard Theatre.

In 2024, 26 per cent of A-Level grades were A*

and 58 per cent were A*/A, with 80 per cent of

leavers going on to top universities.

Publishes its examination results and

destinations openly, reporting 39 Oxbridge

offers over the past five years.

Canford's latest Independent Schools

Inspectorate report highlights a significant

strength in the development of pupil leadership.

T R A D E - O F F S

Boarding fees are listed at £55,000 a year,

placing the school at the premium end of its fee

bracket.

Admissions are designated Selective by the

Department for Education, and competition for

places is strong.

The school operates a full boarding ethos rather

than a weekly or flexi model, with structured

exeat weekends the main breaks, limiting

flexibility for families wanting looser boarding

arrangements.

As a senior school for ages 13-18 only, families

must secure a separate prep-school stage

beforehand, and the merger with Dumpton to

form The Canford Schools Group means some

structural change is still bedding in.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Main entry points are 13+ (Year 9) and 16+ (Sixth Form). For 13+, candidates typically sit ISEB Common 

Pre-Tests in Year 6, followed by Common Entrance or Canford's own assessments; scholarship applicants 

(academic, art, DT, drama, music, sport) must register by 1 December of Year 8, with tests in January-

February and outcomes by Easter. 16+ entry is based on GCSE predictions, a school report, interview and 

entrance exam. The DfE lists admissions as Selective, and advisers describe competition for places as 

strong, so early registration and preparation are advisable.

N O T A B L E  A L U M N I  ( 5 1 )

SPORT: Ben Gollings, Stuart Symington, Iain Campbell, Peter Hare, David Docwra

MUSIC: Simon Preston, Derek Jarman, Chloe Jasmine

DRAMA: Derek Jarman, Tom Holland, Michael Medwin, Henry Cecil, John Clegg, Simon Hilton, Derrick Knight

VISUAL_ARTS: Derek Jarman, Tom Holland, Stephen Ward, Robert Adam

LETTERS: Derek Jarman, Alan Hollinghurst, Tom Holland, Michael Medwin, William Mole, John Drummond, Mike

Randall, Ore Oduba

POLITICS: Hector Monro, Baron Monro of Langholm, David Littman, Ashley Bramall, Charles Maclean, Baron

Maclean, Christopher Portman, 10th Viscount Portman, Sir George Clark, 3rd Baronet

SCIENCE: Alan Hollinghurst, Tom Holland, David Littman, Paul Benner, John Barnes, Ted Cooke-Yarborough,

Anthony Bryer, Peter Parker

BUSINESS: John Drummond, Nigel Robertson, Tim Stevenson, Nick Robertson

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_b4f30648ee.
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