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National Junior College
Singapore, Singapore

Opened in 1969 as Singapore's first junior college, pairing a six-year

integrated pathway with its pioneering Art Elective Programme.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 75/100

Academic outcomes 81/100

University placement 74/100

Prestige & heritage 75/100

Alumni network 73/100

Facilities 72/100

Transparency 70/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

National Junior College occupies a singular place in Singapore’s education landscape. Opened in **1969** 

as the country’s first junior college, it carries institutional weight that newer schools cannot copy. Its core 

proposition is clear: a six-year Integrated Programme alongside the Singapore-Cambridge A-Level route, 

all within a government day school in Bukit Timah. That matters for families who want continuity from the 

middle years to university entrance without the churn of repeated school transitions. The school also has 

a visible cultural identity beyond pure academics, with long-running attention to the arts and student 

leadership. The result is a school with *historic first-mover status*, *a strong sense of continuity* and 

*serious academic intent*.
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What puts NJC on a shortlist is not novelty but structure. It serves ages 3–18, yet its public identity rests 

on the pre-university and integrated years: academically selective, civic-minded, and tied to Singapore’s 

established A-Level system. The published student-teacher ratio of **14:1** and average class size of 

**28** indicate scale with enough individual oversight to keep students closely tracked. Facilities cover 

the expected academic, arts and sports base, and the school’s own priorities for 2026–2030 stress 

citizenship, scholarship and leadership rooted in Asian values. Parents who want flamboyant branding or 

an international-school style experience will find NJC too grounded for that. Parents who want 

*institutional seriousness*, *clear academic direction* and a school that knows exactly what it is will find 

a compelling option.

The right student for NJC is bright, disciplined and comfortable in a demanding peer group. This is a 

school for pupils who want the A-Level pathway in a high-performing local environment, and for those 

who benefit from a longer six-year runway rather than a fragmented route through major national exams. 

It will also suit students with genuine commitment to the arts, public service or leadership, not just those 

chasing grades in isolation. Children who need heavy pastoral cushioning, constant hand-holding or a 

looser academic culture will find the place exacting. Students who thrive on *high standards*, *earned 

prestige* and *purposeful ambition* will feel at home.

S T R E N G T H S

National Junior College was the first government

junior college established in Singapore, opening

in 1969 and officially inaugurated by Prime

Minister Lee Kuan Yew in 1970.

It sits among the most selective junior colleges

nationally, with 2026 JAE cut-off aggregates of 6

(Science) and 8 (Arts), reflecting strong entry

demand and academic peer group.

The college has produced a notable roster of

alumni in public life, including former Prime

Minister Lee Hsien Loong and several cabinet

ministers such as Gan Kim Yong.

Beyond the standard two-year A-Level route,

NJC operates a six-year Integrated Programme

(since 2009) that lets students bypass O-Levels,

offering a longer, less exam-fragmented

pathway.

For Singapore Citizens, government school fees

are heavily subsidised, with monthly fees

historically set around S$33 inclusive of

miscellaneous charges.

T R A D E - O F F S

Entry is almost entirely via the Singapore O-

Level (JAE) aggregate score system, which is

unfamiliar to most expatriate families and

disadvantages students without a local

secondary schooling history.

As a mainstream government day school it offers

only the Singapore-Cambridge A-Level track, not

the International Baccalaureate, limiting

curriculum choice for internationally mobile

families.

Fees for non-citizens are markedly higher than

for Singapore Citizens, with Permanent Resident

and international student rates running into

several hundred to almost two thousand dollars

a month.

Sitting among the most academically selective

JCs in the country means a high-pressure, exam-

focused culture that may not suit every learning

temperament.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is chiefly through the Ministry of Education's Joint Admissions Exercise (JAE), open to O-Level 

holders, with 2026 net aggregate cut-offs of 6 for Science and 8 for Arts, placing NJC among Singapore's 

more competitive junior colleges. A Direct School Admission (DSA-JC) route exists for students with 

strong academic, sports or arts portfolios, with applications typically taken in mid-year. The six-year 

Integrated Programme, entered from Secondary One via the affiliated secondary school, bypasses O-

Levels entirely. International and Permanent Resident applicants should check current MOE eligibility 

rules, as places and fee tiers differ from those for citizens.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_b2052224da.
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