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James Ruse Agricultural High School
Carlingford, NSW, Australia

Where selective-school rigor meets compulsory farm science, on a five-

hectare campus in Sydney's north-west.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 70/100

Academic outcomes 90/100

University placement 80/100

Prestige & heritage 78/100

Alumni network 10/100

Facilities 55/100

Transparency 65/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

James Ruse Agricultural High School occupies a niche that no standard selective school can match: high 

academic selection inside a government agricultural high school. Founded in **1959**, it combines the 

pressure and pace of a top academic environment with compulsory exposure to agricultural science on a 

**five-hectare** campus. That dual identity matters. This is not a generic high-performing state school 

with a farm attached as a branding exercise. It is a specialist day school in Carlingford, one of only **4** 

New South Wales Government agricultural high schools, and that makes its offer structurally different 

from the wider Sydney selective market. For parents who want intellectual stretch without private-school 

fees, it earns a place on the shortlist through *rare academic intensity*, *clear specialisation* and a 
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*distinctive public-sector proposition*.

What sets James Ruse apart is the collision of two cultures: selective-school competition and applied 

agricultural study. That combination creates a school for students who want more than a narrow 

classroom existence. The attraction lies in rigorous academics delivered in English under the Australian 

curriculum, alongside a specialist lens that pulls science into real settings. The campus identity matters 

here. A school built around agriculture develops habits of observation, method and practicality that many 

urban academic schools talk about but do not embed. Parents looking for *serious intellectual pace* with 

a *grounded, unsentimental edge* will find that unusual mix compelling.

The market position is clear. In Sydney’s hierarchy of academically selective state schools, James Ruse 

sits in the top tier of parental consideration for families who prioritise attainment, peer quality and a 

disciplined scholarly culture. Its non-religious, co-educational, government selective status broadens its 

appeal further. Yet this is not a school for every bright child. The right student is self-motivated, resilient, 

comfortable with comparison, and energised by working among other very able pupils. A child who wants 

constant pastoral cushioning or a broad, low-pressure school experience will find the environment hard. A 

student who thrives on *high-pressure ambition*, values *intellectually demanding company*, and likes 

the idea of science with real-world texture will see exactly why James Ruse holds its reputation.

S T R E N G T H S

James Ruse Agricultural High School has ranked

as NSW's top school for 25 consecutive years,

based on student performance in the HSC.

In 2025 the school achieved a 70.4% Band 6

(90+ marks) success rate, securing 2nd place in

NSW according to the Sydney Morning Herald

Top Schools HSC Report.

Agriculture is a compulsory subject from Years

7-10, taught on a roughly ten-hectare school

farm that includes a vegetable growing area,

glasshouse, hydroponics system, orchard, field-

crop area and a livestock section.

As a NSW government day school, families pay

no tuition fees, unlike most other schools in this

editorial tier.

In 2024 the school produced 2 First-in-Course

state rankings and 20 places in the Top

Achievers in Course state rankings list.

T R A D E - O F F S

Only up to 120 students are admitted in Year 7

via the Selective High School Placement Test,

with applications lodged in November of Year 5

and the test sat the following year in Year 6.

Agriculture is a compulsory subject from Years

7-10 for every student, regardless of individual

interest or aptitude for practical farm work.

In 2024, approximately 97% of the student

population came from a language background

other than English, indicating a narrow socio-

cultural intake relative to the broader

community.

Lateral entry is limited: students can gain

entrance into Year 7 through the Selective High

Schools Test, while only a smaller portion are

admitted in Years 8 to 11 by direct application to

the school.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is predominantly at Year 7 via the NSW Selective High School Placement Test, with applications 

lodged in Year 5 for a test sat in Year 6; families rank up to three preferred selective schools and 

placement follows the resulting score. A small number of lateral places open in Years 8-11 by direct 

application, with strict academic requirements. No official cut-off score is published, but the school is 

widely regarded as the most competitive selective entry in NSW, so realistic families should treat any 

quoted 'cut-off' figures as indicative rather than guaranteed.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_af8688f5f9.
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