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Vossius Gymnasium
Amsterdam, Netherlands

Set in a landmark 1930s Amsterdam School building, this classics

gymnasium consistently posts some of the Netherlands' top final-exam

results.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 72/100

Academic outcomes 78/100

University placement 68/100

Prestige & heritage 76/100

Alumni network 74/100

Facilities 70/100

Transparency 72/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Vossius Gymnasium sits in the top tier of Amsterdam’s academic market: a small public gymnasium with a 

long record of elite final-exam performance and a clear intellectual identity. Founded in **1926**, it 

combines Dutch gymnasium tradition with an urban, public-school setting that many international 

families struggle to find elsewhere. The school’s own language stresses closeness, curiosity and 

independent thought; the external reputation rests on outcomes. Wikipedia records top national standing 

for final exam results and a 2014 ranking as Amsterdam’s best VWO school and **4th** nationally. That 
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matters. In a crowded city market, Vossius stands out not through glossy claims but through sustained 

academic credibility, *serious scholarship* and *earned prestige*.

What is special here is the mix of selectivity of culture and public-sector footing. Vossius is not a 

sprawling all-through international campus. It is a day school with a compact feel, a **14:1** student-

teacher ratio and average classes of **28**. The school calls itself small, lively and close-knit; that 

combination reads less as pastoral softness than as intellectual density. This is a place for pupils who like 

learning for its own sake, who can handle a traditional academic structure, and who will thrive in an 

environment that values autonomy, high attainment and a measure of discipline. The landmark 

Amsterdam setting adds *a strong sense of place* and *institutional memory*, but the real draw is the 

school’s confidence in old-fashioned academic seriousness.

Parents should shortlist Vossius if they want a school with a proven exam culture, a public ethos and none 

of the inflated language that often surrounds “excellence”. The trade-off is plain: this is not the broadest 

or most flexible proposition for every child. Families looking for a softer, more heavily supported 

environment, extensive lifestyle frills or a visibly expansive co-curricular sales pitch will find stronger fits 

elsewhere. Vossius suits bright, self-propelled students who want to be stretched, who enjoy ideas, and 

who do not need constant hand-holding. For that child, it offers *intellectual momentum*, *peer 

seriousness* and the charge of belonging to a school with *real academic weight*.

S T R E N G T H S

Vossius Gymnasium is a public gymnasium in

Amsterdam established in 1926, formed when

the historic Amsterdam Stedelijk Gymnasium

split into the Barlaeus and Vossius schools,

giving it a long institutional pedigree within the

city's classical-education tradition.

The school's pass rate is consistently high, well

above 92 percent, and average final exam

grades are typically above 7.0, among the

highest in the country.

In 2014, the school was ranked best VWO school

in Amsterdam and 4th in the country by RTL

Nieuws, an independent media ranking of Dutch

secondary schools.

The school is based in Amsterdam Oud-Zuid and

has around 830 students and a staff of 60

teachers, giving it a smaller, closer-knit feel than

many larger comprehensive schools.

The school is affiliated with SHZG, the national

association of gymnasia, which organizes peer

school visitations that Vossius takes part in,

adding an external layer of academic quality

oversight.

T R A D E - O F F S

Instruction is entirely in Dutch and the

curriculum includes compulsory classical

languages, which is a significant hurdle for

expat families not already fluent or rapidly

becoming so.

Admission proceeds according to the Amsterdam

central procedure (kernprocedure), meaning

places are allocated through a citywide

matching system rather than guaranteed by

direct application to the school.

The school's own director has noted that the

teacher and student population is not very

diverse and consists mainly of children of highly

educated parents, indicating a narrow socio-

economic intake historically.

As one of only five categorial gymnasia in

Amsterdam, capacity is limited relative to

demand, so a strong primary-school

recommendation does not guarantee a place.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is standard Dutch secondary transfer at age 12, requiring a VWO ('gymnasium-geschikt') 

recommendation from the pupil's primary school. Applications run through Amsterdam's citywide central 

admissions procedure (kernprocedure), a fixed registration window with digital enrolment via the local 

parent portal, followed by matching or lottery if a school is oversubscribed. There is no separate entrance 

exam set by Vossius itself. Because it is one of just five categorial gymnasia in the city with a total roll of 

under 900 pupils, places are competitive and not assured even for well-qualified applicants; families 

should check current-year deadlines directly with the school.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_af8511c5be.
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