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Santiago College

Santiago, Chile

From an 1880 Methodist girls' boarding school to Chile's first IB pioneer,
now coeducational in the Andean foothills.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 60/100
Academic outcomes 68/100
University placement 66/100
Prestige & heritage 69/100
Alumni network 10/100
Facilities 69/100
Transparency 58/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Santiago College has two claims that matter in this market: pedigree and precedent. Founded in **1880**
as a Methodist girls’ boarding school and coeducational since **1972**, it sits among the old guard of
Chilean private education, with the institutional memory, alumni depth and social reach that newer
bilingual schools cannot match. It also holds a distinct place in the country’s international-schools
landscape as Chile’s first IB pioneer. That combination gives it a rare profile: *historic weight* without
confessional framing, an English-Spanish academic environment, and a school culture shaped over more
than **140** years rather than assembled in the last admissions cycle. For parents who want a school
with roots, not reinvention, Santiago College belongs on the shortlist.

What marks it out is not novelty but continuity. Santiago College offers a British and IB curriculum in a
day-school format for ages 3-18, serving families who want international academic architecture without
boarding and without a religious wrapper. The attraction is clear: *old-school seriousness*, a bilingual
setting, and the credibility that attaches to a school that has educated generations of Chilean public and
cultural figures. The alumni record is not a side note. With **15** notable alumni catalogued in Wikidata
across politics, journalism, literature, film and music, the school has produced people who entered public
life and shaped it. That does not prove classroom quality on its own, but it does signal *social and
intellectual range* and a network with real force in Chilean society.

The trade-off is equally clear. Santiago College is not the choice for families chasing a glossy, hyper-
modern identity or a narrowly transactional exam factory. Its appeal rests in *institutional depth*,
bilingual fluency and a long-established place in Santiago’s upper-tier education market. The students
who fit best are academically able, internationally minded and comfortable in a school with tradition
rather than constant self-reinvention. This suits children who will thrive in a setting with *cultural
confidence*, strong peer expectations and a community that values both academic attainment and public
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engagement. For that family, Santiago College offers something harder to build than new facilities or
fresh branding: *earned standing*.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Founded in 1880; unusually established e Day-only format won't suit families needing
Santiago institution. boarding.

« British and IB pathways broaden upper-school o British and IB mix may not suit one-system
options. purists.

o English and Spanish instruction suits bilingual « English-Spanish instruction may challenge
families. weaker bilingual pupils.

o Day school avoids boarding transition for
younger children.
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ADMISSIONS

Santiago College is a private, non-religious day school in Santiago for ages 3-18, with English and
Spanish as languages of instruction and a school-declared British and IB curriculum. The obvious entry
points are therefore likely to be the start of pre-school, primary, lower secondary and sixth form-
equivalent years, though the school does not publish admissions detail in the material provided here.
Founded in 1880 and co-educational since 1972, it now serves the full PK-12 range.

What is not publicly established from the source material is just as important: there is no published
information here on assessment format, interview requirements, application deadlines, waiting-list
pressure, or whether places are offered on a rolling basis or against fixed annual cut-offs. Likewise, no
bursary or financial-aid provision is evidenced in the sources supplied. Parents should therefore expect to
verify directly with the school how admissions are handled at different age bands, and whether selection
is primarily academic, language-based, availability-driven, or some combination of the three.

NOTABLE ALUMNI (15)

SPORT: Marcelo Rios

MUSIC: Denise Rosenthal, Alex Anwandter, Mary Rogers, Nano Stern, Scottie Scott, Kel Calderén
DRAMA: Denise Rosenthal, Alex Anwandter, Kel Calderén, Lorenza 1zzo

VISUAL ARTS: Olga Lehmann

LETTERS: Javiera Suarez, Denise Rosenthal, Diana Bolocco, Carmen Ibanez Soto, Mary Rogers, Nano Stern,

Camila Russo
POLITICS: Carmen Ibanez Soto, Federico Mekis, Ximena Peralta

BUSINESS: Federico Mekis

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch af245ba2cd.
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