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St Joseph’s College, Gregory Terrace

Brisbane, Australia

Founded in 1875 by three Irish Christian Brothers, this Spring Hill day
school remains a founding pillar of Queensland's GPS competition.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 59/100
Academic outcomes 66/100
University placement 65/100
Prestige & heritage 70/100
Alumni network 10/100
Facilities 70/100
Transparency 61/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

St Joseph’s College, Gregory Terrace sits in a very specific corner of the Brisbane market: an inner-city
Catholic boys’ day school with deep institutional weight, founded in 1875 and still a member of
Queensland’s GPS competition. That matters. GPS schools carry a strong pull in Brisbane, not just in
sport but in identity, networks and expectations. Terrace’s Christian Brothers origins and Edmund Rice
tradition still shape the school’s language and culture, with the school anchoring its mission in service,
justice and gospel spirituality rather than a generic values script. For families who want a boys’ school
with tradition, ritual and a *clear moral framework*, this is a serious contender. The average annual day

fee is **AUD 23,949**, which places it in an *expensive but not stratospheric* bracket for an established
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metropolitan independent school.

What distinguishes Terrace is not novelty but permanence. This is a school for young men aged 10 to 18,
taught in English, operating as a day school in Spring Hill rather than a boarding institution insulated
from city life. Parents looking for glossy innovation theatre will find less of that here than at newer
entrants. In its place sits something more durable: a long-set culture, a defined Catholic identity, and the
pull of a ¥*150-year** institutional story. AHISA accreditation adds a recognised layer of governance
credibility, and the school’s published Reconciliation Action Plan, endorsed by Reconciliation Australia,
gives substance to its claims about Indigenous engagement and cultural awareness. That combination of
old-school structure and *serious civic intent* is a real strength.

The right student for Terrace is a boy who will thrive in a *high-identity*, tradition-conscious environment
where belonging matters and the school’s language of faith and service is not background decoration. He
does not need to be devout, but he does need to tolerate, and ideally value, a Catholic framework that is
woven through the place. He will also want the collective energy of a well-established boys’ school:
competition, house spirit, visible community and the expectations that attach to a GPS name. Boys who
want a co-educational atmosphere, a looser culture or a more progressive institutional tone will find
Terrace *too bounded*. Boys who like structure, tradition and the sense of joining something bigger than
themselves will put it on a shortlist very quickly.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS
o Founded 1875; long-established Brisbane boys’ e Boys-only from ages 12-18; no coeducational
college. option.

o GPS membership supports serious rugby, cricket o Catholic ethos may not suit secular families.

and rowing. ¢ Day and boarding details are not clearly

o Catholic Edmund Rice tradition gives clear published here.
moral framework.

o Inner-city Spring Hill location suits central
Brisbane access.
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ADMISSIONS

Terrace is a Catholic school for boys in Brisbane, serving ages 12-18, so the practical entry range is
secondary years only. The school context for this listing describes it as day and boarding, although the
school’s own About page calls it a day school; families considering boarding will need to confirm current
arrangements directly with admissions. Publicly available material here does not set out formal entry
points, assessment stages or testing format, beyond making clear that this is a long-established
Queensland GPS school with a defined Catholic and Edmund Rice identity.

The school does not publish, in the source provided here, specific application deadlines, scholarship or
bursary provision, or the mechanics of selection. Nor does it spell out whether interviews, academic
assessments or references form part of the process. What is clear is that Terrace presents itself as values-
led, with emphasis on the Edmund Rice Touchstones, service and formation of “young men of faith and
purpose”. For families, that suggests fit and alignment with the school’s Catholic ethos are likely to
matter, but the operational detail should be requested directly.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch ad8bd01768.
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