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Het Amsterdams Lyceum

Amsterdam, Netherlands

The Netherlands' oldest lyceum, its landmark Amsterdam School building
sends every class to a century-old forest retreat each year.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 72/100
Academic outcomes 75/100
University placement 68/100
Prestige & heritage 76/100
Alumni network 74/100
Facilities 70/100
Transparency 70/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Het Amsterdams Lyceum occupies a distinct place in the Dutch market. Founded in **1917**, it is the
country’s oldest lyceum, with the institutional confidence and civic profile that status brings. This is not
an all-through international school built for expatriate churn; it is a rooted Amsterdam secondary school
with around 1,100 students and a local intake, drawing mainly from the city and a smaller number from
nearby municipalities. The academic offer is Dutch Gymnasium and VWO, so the proposition is clear: a
university-preparatory route inside a long-established national framework. For parents who want *depth
over gloss*, *history with purpose* and a school that belongs to its city, that matters.
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What sets it apart is the combination of intellectual seriousness and ritual. The landmark Amsterdam
School building gives the school immediate presence, but the more interesting differentiator is cultural
rather than architectural: every class goes each year to the school’s century-old forest retreat. That
annual retreat is not a decorative extra; it signals continuity, community and a school identity built over
generations rather than assembled by branding. The numbers also tell a plain story. A student-teacher
ratio of **14:1** sits alongside an average class size of **28**, which points to a large, academically
organised school rather than a boutique operation promising hand-holding. Families choosing Het
Amsterdams Lyceum are choosing scale, tradition and expectation.

Why shortlist it? Because it offers something increasingly scarce: *institutional gravity*, *a serious
academic culture*, and a Dutch university-prep education in a school with real local standing. It suits
students who are comfortable in a structured environment, who value scholarship, and who do not need a
school to entertain them into learning. It will appeal to ambitious, self-directed pupils who want the
intellectual stretch of Gymnasium or VWO and who like the idea of belonging to a school with *a strong
sense of inheritance*. It is less suited to families looking for small classes, pastoral intimacy or an overtly
international atmosphere. This is a school for students who want substance, not theatre.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

e Founded in 1917 by Dr. C.P. Gunning, it is e Teaching is in Dutch within the national

documented as the oldest lyceum in the
Netherlands, with over a century of continuous
operation on the same site.

Housed in a protected Amsterdam School
monument on Valeriusplein, designed by
architects H.A.]. and J. Baanders, with stained-
glass windows by artist R.N. Roland Holst in the
assembly hall.

Runs enriched-language strands (Fast Lane
English, Trayecto Espanol, Corso Italiano)
alongside the standard gymnasium/atheneum
curriculum, leading to internationally
recognised language certificates from the fourth
year with native-speaking teachers.

Owns Wolkenland, a private rural retreat in
Montferland purchased in 1931, where each
class spends a week a year on projects outside
the standard syllabus.

The Education Inspectorate rates the school's
exam outcomes as meeting the national norm,
with an average VWO exam grade of 6.5 in line
with comparable schools.
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VWO/gymnasium curriculum, with no IB or
English-medium stream, so relocating families
need a child already competent in Dutch.

The school is categoraal VWO only, offering
solely gymnasium and atheneum tracks with no
HAVO or vocational route, limiting options if a
child's level shifts.

Places are allocated through Amsterdam's
centralised matching and lottery system, so even
a VWO recommendation and top-ranked
preference do not guarantee admission if the
school is oversubscribed.

As a long-established, popular Amsterdam public
school, open days and information evenings fill
up quickly, and no distinct international-
curriculum pathway is offered for non-Dutch-
speaking newcomers.
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ADMISSIONS

Entry is limited to pupils with a VWO primary-school recommendation. Places are not decided by the
school directly but through Amsterdam's centralised admissions system (Kernprocedure): families rank up
to 12 schools, applications run in late March, and outcomes are announced via a joint matching/lottery
process in April. A hardship-clause appeal channel exists for exceptional cases. As a well-known, long-
established categoraal VWO school, demand from local families is high, so ranking it first improves but
does not guarantee placement.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch a7fc080e33.
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