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Elmhurst Ballet School
Edgbaston, Birmingham, United Kingdom

Britain's oldest vocational ballet school, timetabling GCSEs around the

barre with a direct line into Birmingham Royal Ballet.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 55/100

Academic outcomes 45/100

University placement 35/100

Prestige & heritage 66/100

Alumni network 2/100

Facilities 51/100

Transparency 61/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Elmhurst is not a standard independent school with strong dance on the side; it is a vocational ballet 

school that fits GCSEs and A-levels around professional classical training. That distinction matters. In 

Edgbaston, taking pupils from ages 11 to 19 as both day and boarding students, Elmhurst is built for 

children who already know that ballet is not an extracurricular interest but the centre of their education. 

The school’s directness is its strength: this is training for students who intend to pursue a career in 

professional classical ballet, not a broad arts education dressed up as specialist provision. For the right 

child, that focus is *exceptionally clear*. For the wrong one, it is *far too narrow*.
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What puts Elmhurst on a shortlist is the combination of full academic schooling with a full vocational 

training course in ballet and dance, delivered in English and backed by sector-specific recognition rather 

than generic branding. It holds accreditation from the Council for Dance Education and Training, sits 

within the Music and Dance Scheme, and is a Department for Education approved independent school. 

That gives it a distinct place in the market: not a conventional academic hothouse, not a casual 

performing arts school, but a *serious conservatoire pipeline* for teenagers. Parents need to understand 

the trade-off. Breadth gives way to specialisation early, and the timetable follows the demands of the 

studio.

Fees reinforce that position, though this is not priced at the top end of the British boarding market. The 

average annual fee is **£22,716** for day pupils and **£29,707** for boarders across ages 11 to 19. That 

places Elmhurst in a *specialist niche*: expensive in ordinary terms, but more accessible than many full-

fee boarding schools with nothing like this level of vocational focus. The student who will want Elmhurst 

is disciplined, physically resilient and unromantic about the workload. This school suits young dancers 

who want their academic life and ballet training fused into one structure, and who are ready for an 

adolescence shaped by the barre rather than the usual independent-school menu of options.

S T R E N G T H S

Associate school of Birmingham Royal Ballet,

giving pupils direct exposure to a professional

company and performance opportunities.

Vocational ballet school founded in 1923, one of

Britain's first, now on a purpose-built Edgbaston

campus opened in 2004.

Combines a full academic curriculum (GCSE, A-

Level and a Trinity-validated Level 6 Diploma)

with daily vocational dance training on the same

site.

Offers both boarding and day places, drawing

applicants from across the UK and

internationally via audition.

Eligible UK pupils can apply for government

Music and Dance Scheme (MDS) funding, which

can substantially offset fees.

T R A D E - O F F S

Entry is by competitive audition with very

limited places each year, so admission is far

from guaranteed even for capable dancers.

Academic breadth is constrained by the hours

committed daily to ballet training, which suits a

narrow range of learners.

Single-discipline focus on classical ballet means

the school is unsuitable for children wanting

broader performing arts or general schooling.

For families who do not qualify for MDS support,

fees represent a significant and sustained

financial commitment.

WorldsTopSchools.com Page 2 of 3



A D M I S S I O N S

Entry points exist mainly at Year 7 (age 11), with further intake possible at Year 9 and sixth form, all via 

audition assessing physical aptitude, coordination and potential rather than existing technique alone. The 

school is academically non-selective, admitting pupils on their potential to become professional dancers. 

Auditions are held at the school and sometimes regionally or internationally. Because cohorts are small 

and demand is high, places are highly competitive. UK applicants may apply separately for means-tested 

Music and Dance Scheme funding, which affects overall affordability.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_966eba8117.
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