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Loughborough Grammar School
Loughborough, United Kingdom

Founded in 1495, an unbadged-suit ethos and quad-grass privilege

reserved for sixth-formers alone.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 58/100

Academic outcomes 66/100

University placement 64/100

Prestige & heritage 67/100

Alumni network 10/100

Facilities 68/100

Transparency 61/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Loughborough Grammar School trades on substance that many newer independents cannot manufacture: 

history, scale and a settled sense of itself. Founded in 1495, it sits inside the wider Loughborough Schools 

Foundation and occupies a large estate for a town-centre school: about **110 acres** across the main 

campus and sports ground, with a **39-acre** central campus and a further **70 acres** in Quorn. The 

editorial tagline gets to the heart of it: *unbadged-suit confidence*, old-school manners, and a clear social 

code. This is not a school for families who want a progressive experiment or a glossy reinvention of 

British independent education. It is for those who value *institutional weight*, routine, and the 

advantages that flow from a long-established boys’ school with serious facilities.
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What puts it on a shortlist is the combination of academic ambition, breadth and physical resource. The 

Foundation’s latest published GCSE figure gives Loughborough Grammar School **43%** of grades at 9–

8, up from **39%** the year before. That does not tell the whole story of academic performance, and the 

school does not publish a fuller public statistical breakdown here, but it does confirm a strong top end. 

The Foundation also highlights a rise in Oxbridge places across its senior schools. Add to that the campus 

footprint, the public-school tradition, and the reach of a foundation serving children from nursery to sixth 

form, and parents get a school with *deep-rooted continuity* rather than a loose collection of 

departments. The atmosphere, by design, favours *ordered ambition* over performative warmth.

The boy who thrives here is academically capable, comfortable with structure, and willing to lean into the 

grammar-school identity rather than fight it. He will enjoy clear expectations, strong sport, and the social 

energy of an all-boys senior environment within a larger foundation. He does not need to be narrowly 

bookish; the school itself pushes the scholarly, musical and sporting lanes. He does need to tolerate 

tradition, hierarchy and a culture that carries *quad-grass privilege* and inherited rituals without 

apology. Families looking for a co-educational senior school, a softer pastoral idiom, or radical informality 

should look elsewhere. Families who want *serious schooling*, strong grounds, and a boyhood education 

with *historic backbone* should keep Loughborough Grammar School in view.

S T R E N G T H S

Founded 1495; unusually long institutional

continuity.

World-class sporting ecosystem with

professional-athlete coaching and scholarship

pathways.

World-class music provision anchored by a

purpose-built Music School.

Shares a large Foundation campus with broad

facilities and a sizeable peer group.

English-medium British schooling suits UK-

bound families.

T R A D E - O F F S

Boys-only school narrows fit for some families.

Non-religious ethos may not suit faith-based

preferences.

Recent GCSE and A-level results are not

published in the material we reviewed.

Predominantly regional East Midlands

catchment rather than national or international.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Loughborough Grammar School sits within the Loughborough Schools Foundation, which educates 

children from nursery age through to 18; for this listing the stated age range is 3–18. The Foundation 

presents a through-school structure across nursery, prep and senior stages, so the obvious entry points 

are likely to align with those stages, but the school does not publish enough in the material we reviewed 

to state exact admissions years for the Grammar School alone. Nor do the available sources set out the 

assessment format in detail. Families should expect a selective process appropriate to an independent 

British school, but the public information supplied here does not confirm whether this means tests, 

interviews, references or taster days.

Likewise, no specific application deadlines are given in the source material, though the Foundation does 

reference bursary support and public benefit on its website. What is clear is that this is a long-

established, English-medium, non-religious independent boys' school in Loughborough, accessible via a 

wide East Midlands catchment and transport network, with a notably broad offer spanning academic, 

musical and sporting ambitions.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_84dcf5e7f0.
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