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BOA Stage & Screen Production Academy

Birmingham, United Kingdom
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In Birmingham's Jewellery Quarter, a 16-19 academy trains backstage
talent for the BBC, the RSC and Birmingham Royal Ballet.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 47/100
Academic outcomes 56/100
University placement 75/100
Prestige & heritage 12/100
Alumni network 46/100
Facilities 49/100
Transparency 28/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

BOA Stage & Screen Production Academy occupies a narrow, valuable niche. This is not a general sixth
form with a decent drama department. It is a specialist **16-19** day academy, founded in **2012**, built
for students who want technical and production-facing routes into the screen, stage and live-broadcast
industries. The core proposition is clear: BTEC study, specialist pathways, and admission by aptitude
workshop rather than a conventional academic filter. That matters. It opens the door to students with raw
talent, practical instinct and *serious creative intent*, including beginners who have not had polished
training before. Parents looking for A-level breadth, a conventional academic culture or a broad extra-
curricular menu should look elsewhere.
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What sets BOA apart is its direct relationship with industry practice. The school does not just talk about
media and performance; it runs BOA TV, described as a film production company producing music
promos, commercials, entertainment and multi-camera live broadcasts, and B2 Radio, a **24/7** student
station for Birmingham. That gives students exposure to live workflows, deadlines, technical kit and
collaborative production disciplines that many school arts courses never reach. The result is a place with
*professional pressure early*, *real technical training* and a stronger sense of the backstage and
production economy than many performing arts schools, which focus heavily on front-of-house
performance.

Its market position is strongest for students targeting the creative industries with purpose: production,
broadcast, music, acting, musical theatre, digital arts and the wider machinery around them. The alumni
list is the school’s sharpest argument. It includes graduates who have moved into BBC Radio 1, West End
productions, the RSC, major television drama and film, with one Oscar- and BAFTA-winning director
among them. That does not make BOA a guaranteed pipeline to elite careers; no school can offer that. It
does show that the academy has *credible industry outcomes* and that its specialist model travels beyond
school showcases into paid professional work.

BOA belongs on a shortlist for the teenager who already knows that school is a route into a creative trade,
not an end in itself. The right student is focused, resilient, comfortable with audition or workshop-based
selection, and ready to specialise early. They will want a peer group built around performance, production
and media rather than a conventional sixth-form social mix. They will also need to accept the trade-off: a
specialist BTEC environment narrows the academic lane. For the right child, that focus is *the whole
point*. For the wrong child, it is *too narrow by design*.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

State-funded specialist academy for 14-19 year
olds, meaning no tuition fees for UK-resident
students unlike most creative arts schools.

Purpose-built campus includes a TV studio,
theatre with automated flying, editing and post-
production suites and recording studios used for
BTEC coursework.

Offers a distinctive BTEC-led curriculum across
Creative, Digital and Performing Arts pathways
alongside core GCSEs.

Part of Ormiston Academies Trust, giving
structural links to a national network of
academies and to Birmingham's film and TV
production sector.

Rated Outstanding by Ofsted in its most recent
published inspection.

Publishes its Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5

results transparently on its own website and via
DfE performance tables.
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Entry is by aptitude workshop within a chosen
pathway, so places in popular disciplines are
competitive and not guaranteed.

As a 14-19 institution it offers no primary or
lower-secondary provision, so families need a
separate school for younger children.

The academy is a day school oriented to UK-
resident families within commuting distance of
Birmingham.

Being state-funded, capital investment and
resources are tied to public budgets rather than
private endowment or high fee income.
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ADMISSIONS

BOA admits students at two main entry points: Year 10 (age 14) and Post-16 (Year 12), via the English
state-school admissions calendar. Admission is via an aptitude workshop within a chosen specialist
pathway across Creative, Digital and Performing Arts, with no prior experience required. As a state-
funded free school, there are no tuition fees for UK-resident applicants who meet admissions criteria, but
places in high-demand disciplines are competitive. The academy publishes its application-process details
and open-event dates on its website. Overseas or relocating families should confirm residency and local-
authority eligibility rules directly with the school before assuming automatic access, as state-funded
academies primarily serve UK-domiciled students.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 7d23ee871f.
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