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Temasek Junior College

Singapore, Singapore

Named for Singapore's ancient 'sea town,' this eastern college pairs a
pioneering Humanities Scholarship track with its own Music Elective
Programme.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 55/100
Academic outcomes 68/100
University placement 64/100
Prestige & heritage 61/100
Alumni network 1/100
Facilities 60/100
Transparency 52/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Temasek Junior College occupies a distinct niche in Singapore’s state sector: an established eastern
college with a long institutional memory, a full **6-year** Integrated Programme alongside the **2-year**
Singapore-Cambridge GCE A Level route, and a culture built around its long-standing “Dare to Try” line.
Founded in **1977**, it has age and alumni depth that newer sixth-form institutions do not. The school
also trades on two serious academic identifiers: a pioneering Humanities Scholarship track and its own
Music Elective Programme. That combination matters. Many colleges can field strong science and maths
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teaching; far fewer give equal structural weight to high-performing students in the humanities and music.
The result is a school with *intellectual range*, *real academic ambition* and a clearer identity than the
generic “all-round excellence” formula.

Parents should shortlist TJC if they want a government junior college that does not flatten everything into
a single academic mould. Its market position rests on breadth with specialism: Singapore National
curriculum, English-medium teaching, and recognised strength in both conventional junior college
preparation and selective talent development. The school’s temporary location in Tampines, while its
original Bedok South campus undergoes reconstruction, is a practical detail rather than a strategic
weakness; the rebuilding programme signals state backing and institutional permanence. The college also
publishes concrete governance and staffing structures, including leadership, staff contacts and an
advisory committee. That gives it *institutional seriousness* and *adult credibility*, not just student-
facing branding.

The student who will want TJC is bright, self-propelling and comfortable in a competitive public system,
but not narrowly utilitarian. This is a strong fit for the teenager who wants rigorous A Level preparation
while keeping one foot in scholarship-level humanities, music, or a broader collegiate life. It suits students
drawn to *disciplined independence*, *earned confidence* and a school culture that expects them to
stretch rather than coast. Families looking for boutique intimacy, unusual curricular flexibility or
international-school style pastoral hand-holding should look elsewhere. TJC is for students who want a
serious Singapore junior college, with proven age, selective pathways and enough character to stand
apart from the pack.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Temasek Junior College was established in 1976 Its original location in Bedok South is currently

as the second government junior college in undergoing reconstruction as part of the JC
Singapore, giving it a long-standing track record Rejuvenation Programme, with the new campus
in pre-university education. becoming operational in 2028, so families should

« In cut-off point rankings, Temasek Junior College expect the school to remain on a temporary site
is tied with Dunman High School and National for some years yet.
Junior College at Arts A-Level: 8 and Science A- o Entry is competitive rather than open: the Arts
Level: 7, placing it among Singapore's higher- A-Level cut-off is 8 and Science A-Level cut-off is
performing government JCs. 7, meaning only O-Level students with strong

« It offers a six-year Integrated Programme aggregate scores are likely to secure a place
alongside a two-year Singapore-Cambridge GCE through the standard admissions exercise.
Advanced Level curriculum, giving students a e As a government-run junior college with a single
choice of pathway from Temasek Secondary day-school session, it offers no boarding option,
School through to the A-Levels. and international students who are not studying

« Notable alumni include sitting or former in MOE mainstream schools are also required to
Members of Parliament such as Fatimah Lateef, take the AEIS test before applying, adding an
former Member of Parliament and Cyril Wong extra hurdle for relocating families.
(Singaporean poet), reflecting a broad spread of « Fee structures scale steeply by residency status,
graduate outcomes. with government schools such as this one

« The Temasek STEM Programme aims to groom charging Singapore Citizens minimal fees but
outstanding Mathematics and Science students materially higher monthly rates for Permanent
to be leaders with 21st Century Competencies, Residents and international students, per MOE's
and Science Stream students who have published fee framework.

displayed a strong passion and aptitude for
Mathematics and Sciences will be invited to join,
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offering targeted enrichment for STEM-inclined
students.
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ADMISSIONS

Entry is chiefly via the Joint Admissions Exercise (JAE), using the L1R5 aggregate from O-Level results;
recent cut-offs sat around 8 for Arts and 7 for Science, tying with National Junior College and Dunman
High School. Direct School Admission (DSA-JC) offers an alternative route for students with sporting,
artistic, leadership or academic strengths, while the six-year Integrated Programme is entered via PSLE
results or DSA-Sec with Temasek Secondary School. Overseas applicants typically apply through SPERS-
JC or J-PACT, and non-MOE-school international students must usually sit the AEIS test before applying.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 78ee83be75.
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