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Mater Dei School

Bangkok, Thailand

An Ursuline all-girls campus off Ploenchit Road, where graduating classes
carry sequential batch numbers dating to 1930.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 56/100
Academic outcomes 58/100
University placement 56/100
Prestige & heritage 71/100
Alumni network 52/100
Facilities 54/100
Transparency 30/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Mater Dei School occupies a distinct niche in Bangkok: a long-established girls’ day school in the
Ploenchit area with deep local recognition and a clear sense of internal tradition. The detail that matters
is not branding but continuity. Founded in **1928%**, the school has educated Bangkok girls for nearly a
century, and its graduating classes carry sequential batch numbers dating to **1930**. That gives Mater
Dei something many newer schools cannot manufacture: *institutional memory*, *a lived sense of
tradition* and *a strong old-school identity*. For families who want a Thai National curriculum in a girls-
only setting, delivered in Thai and English, this is a serious option rather than a fashionable one.
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Its market position is clear. Mater Dei sits outside the international-school arms race of imported
curricula, vast campuses and heavy lifestyle marketing. It serves parents who want academic structure, a
disciplined environment and a school culture shaped by longstanding expectations for conduct and effort.
The central Bangkok location adds practical appeal for families living or working near Ploenchit, Chidlom
and surrounding districts. The trade-off is plain: parents seeking an expansive international programme,
boarding, or a school built around global university branding need to look elsewhere. Mater Dei belongs
on a shortlist for families who value *continuity over novelty*, *order over theatre* and a campus culture
with roots.

The right student for Mater Dei is a girl aged **12-18** who will thrive in a single-sex environment with
established routines and a defined school identity. This suits students who prefer clear standards, close
peer culture and the confidence that comes from belonging to a school with durable traditions. It will
appeal less to girls who want a looser, more experimental sixth-form atmosphere or the sprawl of a large
international campus. What is special here is not spectacle. It is *stability*, *tradition with substance* and
a school name that carries weight in Bangkok social and educational circles.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Founded in 1928 and run continuously by the
Ursuline Sisters, making it one of Bangkok's
oldest and most established Catholic girls'
schools.

o Central Pathumwan location on Ploenchit Road,
directly beneath the Chit Lom BTS Skytrain
station, giving strong transport access for
Bangkok day families.

» Historic royal connection: two future Kings of
Thailand, Ananda Mahidol and Bhumibol
Adulyadej, were educated at the school when it
briefly admitted young boys.

o Sizeable, verdant campus of roughly six acres
with dedicated facilities including a chapel,
library, science and computer labs, gymnasium
and auditorium.

« Long-standing emphasis on language teaching,
having taught English and French alongside
Thai from an early stage in its curriculum
history.
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All-girls institution beyond the earliest years, so
it is not a long-term option for families with sons
past kindergarten to Primary 2.

Operates under the Thai National Curriculum
with Thai as the primary language of instruction,
which can be demanding for children without
existing Thai fluency.

No official English-language website, making
remote research, admissions enquiries and
communication harder for internationally
relocating families.

As a historically prestigious, high-demand school
largely serving Thai national families, publicly
available data on fees, class sizes and current
academic outcomes is limited.
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ADMISSIONS

Mater Dei has no official English-language website; enquiries are generally handled through the school's
own administration office in Pathumwan rather than an online portal. Entry points exist chiefly at
kindergarten and early primary, with boys historically admitted only up to Primary 2. As a long-
established, reputationally strong Catholic girls' school in central Bangkok, demand from Thai national
families is high, and instruction is conducted primarily in Thai, so applicants are generally expected to
have Thai language competence rather than English-medium schooling backgrounds.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 7585bcb117.
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