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Kingston Grammar School
Kingston upon Thames, United Kingdom

Kingston’s co-educational grammar school on the Thames since 1561

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 71/100

Academic outcomes 74/100

University placement 75/100

Prestige & heritage 64/100

Alumni network 64/100

Facilities 76/100

Transparency 78/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Kingston Grammar School occupies a strong niche in south-west London: an academically serious 

independent day school with genuine local roots and a clear co-educational identity. Founded in **1561**, 

it trades on neither faux tradition nor progressive theatre. The proposition is simpler than that: a long-

established school in Kingston upon Thames, on the river and in the town, serving pupils aged 11 to 18 in 

English through a British curriculum. The school’s own language leans hard on values and character, but 

the sharper point for parents is this: KGS combines *urban energy*, *historic continuity* and a full senior-

school experience without boarding and without religious framing.

What puts it on a shortlist is the balance it strikes. This is not a country-house school insulated from daily 
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life; it is a day school embedded in a busy, affluent, intellectually competitive part of London. That 

matters. Pupils get access to the intensity and breadth of an established independent school, then go 

home at the end of the day. For many families, that mix of *high expectation* and normal family life is the 

draw. The school also signals substance in the areas that matter to ambitious pupils: lower school, GCSEs, 

sixth form, academic enrichment, futures provision, sport, drama, music, trips, wellbeing and learning 

support all have visible space in the school’s structure. The average annual day fee across Years 7 to 13 is 

**£29,250**, which places KGS firmly in the expensive end of the day-school market, though below the 

level of many London boarding and day-boarding rivals.

The special quality here is cultural rather than gimmicky. KGS has history, but it also has movement: girls 

joined in 1978, and the school now speaks in the language of co-education rather than inherited boys’ 

school hierarchy. Parents looking for *polished confidence*, *intellectual stretch* and a school that treats 

sixth form as a serious phase rather than a holding pen will find that attractive. Parents who want acres of

grounds, boarding infrastructure or a highly sheltered campus model should look elsewhere. KGS is a 

town school, and its setting forms part of the education.

The pupil who will want KGS is bright, organised and ready for a competitive peer group. This suits 

students who enjoy being busy, who will use enrichment rather than avoid it, and who want a school with 

*clear standards* and a visible sense of purpose. It also suits families who value independence of mind 

over doctrinal identity, and who want a child educated in a place with *earned self-belief* rather than 

manufactured gloss. For the right student, Kingston Grammar offers exactly what its best rivals promise 

and not all deliver: seriousness, breadth and momentum in one of London’s most established day-school 

settings.
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