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Miami City Ballet School
Miami Beach, FL, United States

Where Balanchine technique meets professional stagecraft, training

young dancers inside a working ballet company on Miami Beach

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 53/100

Academic outcomes 25/100

University placement 30/100

Prestige & heritage 70/100

Alumni network 55/100

Facilities 82/100

Transparency 45/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Miami City Ballet School trades on a rare advantage: training sits inside a working ballet company on 

Miami Beach, not in a stand-alone after-school studio. That matters. Young dancers absorb company 

discipline, rehearsal culture and stagecraft early, and the school’s age span of **2–18** gives it reach 

from first movement classes to pre-professional years. Instruction is in English, the format is day-only, and

the proposition is clear: this is for families who want serious dance training without the boarding-school 

machinery.

What puts it on a shortlist is that professional adjacency. Plenty of ballet schools teach technique; fewer 
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train children in the orbit of an active company, where standards are set by the demands of performance 

rather than by recital season. The school’s own tagline points straight to Balanchine technique and 

professional stagecraft, and that combination gives it a *distinctive* market position. It is not selling a 

broad private-school education with ballet on the side. It is selling immersion in a *specialist* art form, 

with the habits, correction culture and physical rigour that go with it.

The other striking point is price. At an average annual day fee of **$5,626**, Miami City Ballet School sits 

in a *comparatively accessible* part of the US specialist-training market. Parents should read that in 

context: this is not a conventional independent school with a full academic offer across every subject 

named and timetabled in the way a mainstream K–12 school would do it. The public information here does 

not publish academic outcomes, class sizes, teacher ratios or destination data, so families need to ask 

hard questions about timetable balance, academic provision and the route for dancers who do not pursue 

ballet professionally. That opacity matters.

The child who will want Miami City Ballet School is the one who already lives for dance, takes correction 

well and wants structure rather than hand-holding. For a casual hobbyist, the environment risks feeling 

*demanding* and narrow. For an ambitious young dancer who wants technical seriousness, exposure to 

professional standards and a school built around ballet rather than around a generic private-school 

experience, it is a *compelling* option.

S T R E N G T H S

Operates as the official school of Miami City

Ballet, a major American ballet company with a

Balanchine repertory heritage, giving students

proximity to a professional company

environment.

Training is built around Balanchine-style

technique, consistent with the affiliated

company's artistic lineage and repertoire.

Housed within the Miami City Ballet building in

Miami Beach, allowing students some exposure

to company dancers, rehearsals, and studio life.

Maintains a distinct Pre-Professional Division

intended for advanced students pursuing a

performing career in classical ballet.

Runs a Summer Intensive program that attracts

students from beyond the local South Florida

area.

T R A D E - O F F S

This is a specialized dance-training program, not

a full academic day school, so families must

separately secure core schooling elsewhere.

Upper-level training schedules are demanding

and time-intensive, making the program

unsuitable for casual or recreational dancers.

Curricular focus is classical ballet in the

Balanchine idiom, offering limited scope for

students seeking contemporary, commercial, or

broader modern-dance training.

No boarding option is provided, so relocating

families must independently arrange local

housing and academic enrollment.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is by audition or class placement evaluation rather than open enrollment, with divisions organized 

by age and technical level from early childhood through the Pre-Professional Division. The Pre-

Professional track is the most competitive, aimed at students pursuing careers with a company such as 

Miami City Ballet. A separate, well-attended Summer Intensive offers an additional audition entry point 

for out-of-town students. Families should expect a technical assessment rather than an academic 

interview, and should confirm current fee schedules, class hours, and placement criteria directly with the 

school, as these are not consistently published in detail.

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_6a4c5ab104.
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