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Athol Murray College of Notre Dame
Wilcox, SK, Canada

On the Saskatchewan prairie, hockey, faith and academics share equal

billing beneath the campus's landmark Tower of God

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 53/100

Academic outcomes 42/100

University placement 45/100

Prestige & heritage 58/100

Alumni network 66/100

Facilities 62/100

Transparency 38/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Athol Murray College of Notre Dame occupies a niche few Canadian schools can match: a prairie 

boarding school where Catholic formation, communal life and competitive sport sit at the centre rather 

than the margins. This is not a generic university-prep campus with a chapel attached. The school’s own 

governing philosophy gives “the primacy of the spiritual” first place and adds “a special emphasis on 

athletics” in the same breath as academic study and community life. That clarity matters. Parents looking 

for a school with a diluted religious identity or a casual attitude to sport should look elsewhere. Parents 

who want *moral seriousness*, *structured boarding life* and a school that treats character, faith and 

physical discipline as one project should pay attention.
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What marks Notre Dame out is the combination of place and culture. Wilcox is small, remote and 

deliberate. The setting strips away urban distraction and pushes students into a tight campus community 

built on cooperation, competition and routine. The school is co-educational, boarding and day, for ages 

**13–18**, and teaches in English towards the Saskatchewan High School Diploma. It is Catholic in 

character, but the school states plainly that it is open to students of other faiths and keeps an ecumenical 

outlook. For the right child, that creates *a strong sense of belonging* and *clear expectations*. For the 

wrong child, it will feel constraining. This is a school for families who value rules, ritual and collective 

identity, not endless personal choice.

Its market position rests heavily on athletics, with hockey the headline draw and basketball and volleyball 

also visible parts of school life. That athletic emphasis is not a side offering; it sits inside the institution’s 

founding philosophy. Students who thrive here will relish *competitive energy*, accept accountability and 

cope well with a timetable that asks for commitment beyond lessons. Students who want a purely 

academic environment, a broad metropolitan sixth-form culture or a secular social atmosphere will find 

stronger fits elsewhere. The school also trades on heritage: founded in **1920**, then later renamed in 

honour of Father Athol Murray, it carries the weight of a long-established boarding tradition rather than a 

newly assembled brand.

Why shortlist it? Because in a crowded market of schools that promise everything, Notre Dame makes a 

narrower, more convincing offer. It knows what it is. Families who want *faith with backbone*, *serious 

sport*, and an adolescence shaped by boarding discipline on the Saskatchewan prairie will find a 

distinctive proposition here. The ideal student is resilient, team-minded, willing to live within a shared 

code and eager to grow through community, competition and spiritual life. For that child, Notre Dame 

offers *an intense, identity-forming education*.

S T R E N G T H S

One of Canada's oldest boarding schools,

founded in 1927 by Father Athol Murray, with

nearly a century of continuous operation.

Widely known hockey and athletics programs

(the Notre Dame Hounds) have produced NHL

players including Wendel Clark, Curtis Joseph

and Rod Brind'Amour.

Full boarding structure combines academics

with daily athletic training, appealing to families

prioritising sport alongside schooling.

Offers the Saskatchewan High School Diploma,

a Canadian provincial credential recognised for

university entry across Canada.

Small rural campus in Wilcox, Saskatchewan

provides a controlled, low-distraction

environment away from major urban centres.

T R A D E - O F F S

Remote prairie location, roughly an hour from

Regina, means significant travel time and cost

for international and out-of-province families.

Curriculum is limited to the Saskatchewan

Diploma; no IB, A-Level or AP options are

offered for families wanting internationally

portable qualifications.

Strong institutional identity around hockey and

athletics may not suit students or families

seeking a primarily academic-focused

environment.

Harsh Saskatchewan winters and isolated small-

town setting are a lifestyle adjustment for expat

families used to urban amenities.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Notre Dame accepts students from roughly grade 8/9 through grade 12, with rolling admissions built 

around academic transcripts, references and, for many applicants, athletic evaluation given the school's 

sport-academy structure. Boarding places are limited and demand is seasonal, tied partly to hockey and 

other sport program intake cycles. The school is not academically selective in the way elite prep schools 

are, but places in popular athletic streams (particularly hockey) can be competitive. Prospective families 

should contact admissions directly for current fee schedules and program-specific tryout requirements, as 

these are not standardised across all athletic streams.

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_695e6baaae.
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