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Lycée Francais Blaise Pascal

Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire

An award-winning bioclimatic gymnasium and a scientific classe
preparatoire link this Abidjan Iycee to France's Grandes Ecoles pipeline.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 55/100
Academic outcomes 56/100
University placement 54/100
Prestige & heritage 55/100
Alumni network 54/100
Facilities 55/100
Transparency 43/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

The striking detail here is not the age range or the French curriculum, but the route the school offers into
the French system at its most exacting. Lycée Francais Blaise Pascal is a day school in Abidjan, founded in
1957, teaching ages 3 to 18 through the French Baccalaureate in French and English. That already places
it in a narrow lane: this is a school for families who want continuity with France’s academic framework,
not a hybrid international compromise. The affiliation signalled in your brief — a scientific classe
préparatoire link and a bioclimatic gymnasium — gives the school sharper definition than many French
lycées abroad. It sits in the *serious, exam-led* end of the market, with an identity tied to intellectual
progression rather than lifestyle packaging.
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For parents, the shortlist case is clear. The school carries AEFE and Homologué accreditation, which
matters because it anchors the curriculum and credentials to the French state system rather than a local
imitation. In Abidjan, that gives Lycée Francais Blaise Pascal a *distinctive strategic value* for French,
francophone and internationally mobile families who want a clean return path into France or onward
movement within the AEFE network. The average annual day fee across the full age range is **3,735,000
XOF**, which places it in the *premium but not absurd* bracket for an established international school
with this level of institutional alignment. Parents paying for this school are not buying breadth of
curricular choice; they are buying coherence, academic structure and a recognisable route to selective
French higher education.

The pupils who fit best are disciplined, language-capable and comfortable in a system that rewards
method, stamina and subject command. This is *not a soft landing* for children who need a highly flexible
curriculum, broad elective menus or a low-pressure culture. It suits students who will thrive in a formal
academic environment, who can work fluently in French, and who benefit from a school built around
progression to the Baccalaureate rather than constant reinvention of pathways. Families who want a non-
religious day school with **ages 3-18** continuity, a long institutional history dating to **1957**, and a
direct line into the French educational world should keep it on the list. Families hunting for an Anglo-
American experience should look elsewhere.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

Accredited by AEFE (Agence pour
l'enseignement francais a 1'etranger), giving
access to a homogenised French curriculum and
Baccalaureate qualification recognised across
French universities.

One of the longest-established French schools in
West Africa, providing continuity for expatriate
and diplomatic families relocating within the
Francophone network.

Offers a full continuum from early years through
Terminale on a single campus, reducing the
need for families to change schools as children
age.

Located in Abidjan, a major regional hub for
diplomatic missions, NGOs and multinational
companies, making it a natural default choice
for French-speaking expatriate postings.

AEFE affiliation means academic standards,
teacher recruitment and inspection are overseen
by the French Ministry of Education rather than
a purely local authority.
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Curriculum is delivered almost entirely in
French, which can disadvantage families
seeking a bilingual or English-medium pathway
for their children.

As a conventioned AEFE school, fee levels and
place availability are influenced by French state
agreements rather than pure market flexibility,
and places can be tight for late arrivals.

Day-school only, with no boarding option, so it
does not suit families based outside commuting
distance of Abidjan.

Public information on recent inspection results,
exact fee schedules and Baccalaureate pass
rates is not readily available in English-language
sources, making independent verification harder
for non-Francophone parents.
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ADMISSIONS

Admission is generally open from early years through Terminale, with places allocated on a rolling basis
subject to availability, typical for AEFE-network schools. Priority is often given to French nationals and
children already within the AEFE system transferring from another accredited lycee. Applications usually
require prior school reports, proof of French-language proficiency for older entrants, and are processed
directly through the school administration rather than a centralised agency. Demand tends to track the
size of the French and Francophone expatriate community in Abidjan, with places sometimes constrained
at popular entry years such as CP and Sixieme.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 681458026c.
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