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Jumeirah English Speaking School Arabian Ranches
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

A not-for-profit British day school in Arabian Ranches, its IB Diploma

average of 37 outpacing the global mean of 30.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 75/100

Academic outcomes 80/100

University placement 77/100

Prestige & heritage 72/100

Alumni network 68/100

Facilities 80/100

Transparency 75/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Jumeirah English Speaking School Arabian Ranches earns its place on a shortlist for a simple reason: it 

combines a British school structure with academic outcomes that clear an international benchmark by a 

healthy margin. The standout figure is its IB Diploma average of 37 against a global average of 30, and 

that matters more than polished rhetoric about “holistic” education. In Dubai terms, this is an 

*academically serious* school with regulatory backing to match: KHDA rates it Outstanding for 2023/24, 

and the school also holds BSO and COBIS accreditation. The student-teacher ratio of **10:1** points to a 

school with the staffing to know its pupils properly rather than manage them at scale.
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What marks JESS Arabian Ranches out in a crowded Dubai market is its not-for-profit status. That does 

not guarantee virtue, but it does change incentives, and parents shopping among investor-owned schools 

will understand the distinction. The school covers ages 3 to 18, teaches in English and Arabic, and 

charges an average annual day fee of **AED 78,567** across the full school. That places it in the 

*expensive but defensible* bracket: this is not a budget British school, but nor is the fee level detached 

from what the school delivers in inspection standing, staffing ratio and sixth-form outcomes. The school’s 

own language leans hard on belonging, care and values; more importantly, the hard facts support a 

picture of a *well-run, high-trust* institution rather than a glossy operation built on brand alone.

The right child for JESS Arabian Ranches is one who will thrive in a structured, high-expectation day 

school without needing a hothouse atmosphere. This suits families who want clear academic standards, 

steady pastoral containment and a community that takes character seriously without wrapping everything 

in sentiment. It will appeal to students who are motivated, teachable and ready to contribute, not just 

consume. Children who need endless reinvention, extreme looseness or a sharply alternative educational 

philosophy will find it *too orthodox*; families who want a *settled, adult* school culture with proven 

outcomes will not. The strongest case for JESS is not novelty. It is credibility: **37** in the IB, 

**Outstanding** from KHDA, and a model that puts institutional stability ahead of corporate expansion.

S T R E N G T H S

Rated Outstanding by the KHDA, the highest

inspection grade available.

Operates as a not-for-profit trust, so surplus

income is reinvested into staffing, facilities and

professional development rather than paid to

shareholders.

Strong verified results: the 2025 IB Diploma

cohort averaged 38 points with a 100% pass

rate, and the 2025 GCSE cohort of 186 achieved

77% of exams at 9–7 and 99% at 9–4 (WSA).

Single all-through campus covering FS1 to Year

13, so families avoid a school move between

primary and secondary phases.

World-class co-curricular provision in sport,

music and drama, with elite provision in dance

and visual arts.

T R A D E - O F F S

Admission is gated by a debenture system:

corporate debentures are no longer available for

purchase, and personal debenture waiting lists

are frequently closed to new applicants.

Annual fees sit in the premium bracket, with a

year-weighted average of AED 78,567 across all

year groups (FS1 through Year 13), and a

published range from AED 54,130 in FS1 to AED

105,607 in Year 13.

The sixth form runs through IGCSE into the IB

Diploma or BTEC route rather than traditional

A-Levels, which will not suit every family's

academic preference.

Places are among the hardest to secure in

Dubai, so families should expect long lead times

and closed waiting lists at popular entry points.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Main entry points are FS1 and Year 7; other year groups only open when a current student leaves. As a 

not-for-profit school, every place must be backed by a debenture: Corporate Debentures (no longer sold, 

but held by some employers) give waiting-list priority, while Personal Debentures cost AED 20,000 and 

are not always open for application. Waiting lists for FS2, Year 3 and Year 7 are typically oversubscribed, 

so families are advised to apply 12–18 months ahead. Children must be assessed as sufficiently fluent in 

English to access the curriculum; siblings receive priority.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_60b320b78a.
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