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Marlborough College Malaysia

Johor, Malaysia

Wiltshire's first overseas campus pairs British boarding houses with the IB
on a 90-acre farm-and-lake site near Singapore.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 73/100
Academic outcomes 78/100
University placement 81/100
Prestige & heritage 65/100
Alumni network 52/100
Facilities 90/100
Transparency 80/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Marlborough College Malaysia trades on something few Asian campuses can match: a direct sister-school
link to Marlborough College in Wiltshire, delivered not as a token branding exercise but as a full British
boarding model on a 90-acre site in Johor, within reach of Singapore. Opened in 2012, it takes pupils from
ages 3 to 18 and runs both day and boarding provision, with a Pre-Preparatory, Preparatory and Senior
School structure that mirrors the UK independent-school habit of dividing childhood into distinct phases.
The school says it serves about **890 pupils** from 43 nationalities, with a **1:7** staff-to-pupil ratio.
That ratio is *exceptionally generous* by regional standards and goes a long way to explaining the
school’s pull with families who want scale without anonymity.
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The academic proposition has more range than the old-fashioned house system first implies. This is not a
replica of an English public school dropped into Malaysia and frozen in amber. The declared curriculum
combines British and IB routes, which matters. Parents get the discipline, structure and co-curricular
expectations of a British independent school, but with the international finish and broader academic
framing of the IB. English is the language of instruction; the school is non-religious; and it holds IBO
accreditation. The boarding offer is central to its identity, not an add-on. For families in Singapore,
Indonesia and the wider region, that makes Marlborough a *serious cross-border option*: full boarding
culture, a large campus, and a clearer sense of collegiate life than most city schools can deliver.

Fees place it firmly in the premium bracket. The average annual day fee across the full age range is
**MYR 170,000**%, and the average annual boarding fee is *MYR 207,780**. That is expensive in Malaysia
and squarely aimed at internationally mobile families, senior executives and parents comparing it with
boarding schools in Singapore, Britain and the wider Asia market rather than with local private schools.
Why shortlist it? Because few schools in the region combine a genuine British boarding ethos, broad age
range, IB accreditation and a student body this international on one campus. The trade-off is clear as well:
this is a *high-cost*, *high-structure* school with a distinct institutional identity. Children who thrive here
will want organised days, house loyalty, sport and communal life, and enough resilience to enjoy boarding
or a boarding-inflected culture. Pupils who want a looser, more urban, more informal day-school
atmosphere will find stronger fits elsewhere.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o As the first overseas campus of the renowned o At the higher end for a Malaysian international
Marlborough College UK, the school delivers an school, but parents tell us that fees are as
education based on the English National expected and comparative to similar standard of
Curriculum, culminating in IGCSEs and the schools in Singapore, with senior fees running
International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma well above RM 150,000 a year.
Programme in the Sixth Form. « SEN provision is capped: limited capacity but

o The IB world average (mean) for 2025 was 30.6 can support mild to moderate needs, so children
out of a maximum of 45 points, while of the 78 with more significant learning needs may not be
IB Diploma candidates at MCM, one in five well served.
students achieved an IB score of over 40 points, « MCM Pre-Prep (Nursery through Year 3, ages 3
more than twice the global average of one in 12 to 8) is day-only. Boarding starts from Year 5, so
pupils. families wanting boarding for younger children

e The 90-acre campus in Iskandar Puteri, Johor, cannot access it immediately on arrival.
features facilities including science laboratories, « MCM is on Jalan Marlborough, Iskandar Puteri,
a theatre, music studios, an organic farm, 79200 Johor, approximately 20 km from the
lakeside classrooms, and multiple sports fields, Singapore border, putting it well outside Kuala
plus a 400m athletics track, full size rugby and Lumpur and limiting options for families
football pitches, cricket ground, full-size hockey anchored in the capital.

astro, covered tennis courts, and a 50m
swimming pool.

« MCM received the Patron's Accreditation by the
Council of British International Schools (COBIS),
an accredited member of the Boarding Schools'
Association (BSA), a member of the Federation
of British International Schools in Asia
(FOBISIA).
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o Boarding starts from Year 5 in the Preparatory
School and is available through Senior School
and Sixth Form, giving relocating families a full
boarding pathway alongside day options.
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ADMISSIONS

Entry points run from Nursery (age 3) through Reception and into the Preparatory and Senior Schools,
with boarding available from Year 5 onward. Applications typically require academic assessment and, for
non-native English speakers, an Accelerated English Programme is available at extra cost for pupils below
the required proficiency threshold before joining mainstream classes. Given the school's premium
positioning and above-average IB results, popular year groups (notably Year 5 boarding entry and Sixth
Form) can be competitive. Prospective families should contact the Admissions Team directly for current
assessment dates, required documentation and seat availability by year group.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 5e58dd584d.
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