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Toyoshimaoka Girls' High School
Tokyo, Japan

Five minutes of traditional needlework open every school day, discipline

behind one of Tokyo's toughest routes into the University of Tokyo.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 71/100

Academic outcomes 82/100

University placement 82/100

Prestige & heritage 76/100

Alumni network 50/100

Facilities 62/100

Transparency 56/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Toyoshimaoka Girls' High School is one of Tokyo’s hardest-driving academic schools for girls: old, 

disciplined and unapologetically selective in spirit, even if this listing concerns the senior high years only. 

Founded in **1892**, it operates in Japanese, follows the Japanese National curriculum, and carries the 

weight of a long-established institutional culture. The school’s signature ritual still matters: five minutes 

of daily needlework, a small practice that signals the larger point. This is a place built on habit, precision 

and self-command, not on progressive rhetoric or lifestyle branding. The website also shows a school that 

has added contemporary layers to that old structure: Super Science High School activity, sustained 

inquiry work, philosophy cafés, library programming, overseas study options and a visible pattern of 
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student reporting from inside the school. The result is *steel-framed seriousness* with more intellectual 

range than the stereotype allows.

What puts Toyoshimaoka on a shortlist is not warm ambience or international polish. It is academic 

pressure, institutional coherence and a clear sense that work gets done here. Families looking for a soft 

landing, broad pastoral messaging or English-medium access should look elsewhere. This is a Japanese 

day school for girls aged **15–18**, and the language of instruction is Japanese throughout. For the right 

student, that directness is the attraction. The school combines *old Tokyo rigour* with structured 

enrichment: SSH-linked research, concentrated inquiry programmes, global education, and overseas 

experiences including a three-month New Zealand placement and a Honolulu inquiry trip cited on the 

school site. That mix gives high-achieving students more than exam preparation; it gives them a system in 

which scholarship, routine and extracurricular commitment reinforce each other.

The best fit is the girl who wants intensity and does not need hand-holding. She will value standards, 

tolerate repetition, and treat discipline as a tool rather than an insult. She may be headed for Japan’s 

most competitive universities; she may also be drawn to science, research, choirs, debate-style discussion 

or serious club life. She will not need classrooms dressed up as *limitless creativity* if the underlying 

work is strong. She will respond to a school that prizes *earned confidence*, *quiet competitiveness* and 

*habit over hype*. Parents should shortlist Toyoshimaoka if they want an academically formidable girls’ 

school with a distinct culture, deep roots and no interest in pretending that excellence arrives without 

effort.

S T R E N G T H S

Consistently produces strong University of

Tokyo and medical-school admission numbers,

placing it on par with Tokyo's traditional elite

girls' schools despite not being one of the

historic "joshi gosanke" trio.

Designated a Super Science High School (SSH)

by Japan's education ministry, reflecting

institutional investment in advanced science

curricula.

Annual tuition is notably lower than comparable

academically elite Tokyo girls' schools, and the

school does not operate a compulsory donation

(kifukin) system.

The school's chorus club has won silver and

bronze awards at national choir competitions,

including the NHK national music contest's

Tokyo rounds.

Its autumn cultural festival, Torisai, is unusually

open to the public without prior reservation, a

rarity among elite private girls' schools in Tokyo.

T R A D E - O F F S

Since abolishing its high-school-level external

entry route after the 2021 intake, the school is

now a fully closed six-year junior-senior high,

meaning students who arrive in Japan after

roughly age 12 cannot enroll at all.

It is a girls-only environment with no co-

educational option, which will not suit every

relocating family's preferences.

Instruction follows the Japanese national

curriculum with no bilingual or international

track, so a high level of Japanese fluency is

required from day one.

Entry is via a single, highly competitive Grade 7

written examination, favouring families who can

commit years in advance to Japan's local "juken"

exam-preparation system.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is now almost exclusively at Grade 7 (age 11-12) through a competitive written entrance 

examination in Japanese covering language, mathematics, science and social studies. The school ended its 

long-standing high-school-level external entry route after the 2021 intake, becoming a fully six-year 

integrated institution. Selectivity is comparable to Tokyo's other top-tier girls' schools historically grouped

with the joshi gosanke. There is no established international or bilingual admissions track, so applicants 

are expected to be fluent in Japanese and already embedded in the local exam-prep system before 

applying.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_4dafaf7c90.
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