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The Dalton School
New York City, United States

A century-old progressive blueprint of House, Assignment, and Lab still

shapes learning on the Upper East Side.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 76/100

Academic outcomes 78/100

University placement 77/100

Prestige & heritage 76/100

Alumni network 76/100

Facilities 75/100

Transparency 74/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

The Dalton School still runs on the machinery Helen Parkhurst built in 1919, and that matters. House, 

Assignment and Lab are not decorative bits of school history here; they remain the organising logic of 

teaching and learning. In a New York market crowded with ambitious day schools that promise 

individuality, Dalton has an actual educational framework for it. That gives the school a distinct identity: 

progressive in structure, demanding in practice, and *intellectually serious* without being conventionally 

rigid. For parents weighing Manhattan independents, that difference is the reason Dalton belongs on the 

shortlist.
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This is a non-religious American day school for ages 5 to 18, taught in English, with NEASC and NAIS 

accreditation and an average annual fee of **$70,800**. That places it squarely in the *ultra-premium* 

tier of US private day education. The school’s public framing leans hard into student agency, curiosity and 

collaboration, but the more telling detail is the survival of the Dalton Plan itself across a century. Plenty of 

schools borrow the language of child-centred education; fewer keep a coherent model alive for this long. 

The strategic emphasis on the Helen Parkhurst Institute and the Unafraid Project also points to a school 

that wants its pedagogy examined, extended and argued over, not just admired. That gives Dalton more 

substance than schools that trade on neighbourhood prestige and polished outcomes alone.

The parental calculation, then, is not only about name recognition. It is about fit. Dalton suits students 

who want room to think, plan and work with a measure of independence from an early stage, and who 

thrive when adults expect them to manage freedom rather than wait for constant direction. It will appeal 

to children with strong interests across disciplines, because the school’s own architecture spans arts, 

engineering and technology, athletics, service learning, internships and global initiatives. It also carries a 

*serious cultural footprint*: **45** notable alumni catalogued in Wikidata, including **17** actors and 

directors and **16** writers and journalists, plus 6 scientists and scholars. Recent university destinations 

listed in the context include Amherst College (**5** students), American University and Babson College. 

That does not give a full placements picture, and Dalton does not publish a broader destinations spread 

here, but it does confirm continued access to selective US higher education.

The caveat is straightforward. Dalton is not for families seeking a tightly managed, traditional, rule-bound 

school day in which every step is prescribed. Its central promise is freedom yoked to responsibility, and 

that cuts both ways. The right student will find it *liberating*, *demanding* and deeply engaging; the 

wrong student will find it exposed. Parents who want a school with a clear educational thesis, a long 

institutional memory and the confidence to keep backing its own method will find Dalton compelling. 

Parents who want conventional structure first, philosophy second, should look elsewhere.

S T R E N G T H S

The Dalton School, originally called the

Children's University School, was founded by

Helen Parkhurst in 1919, and is guided by the

Dalton Plan, preparing students to 'go forth

unafraid' as a progressive school, giving it a

genuinely century-old pedagogical identity

rather than a marketing label.

Dalton operates with a 6:1 student-teacher ratio

and an average class size of 16 students,

allowing closer faculty attention than at many

large urban day schools.

Over 20% of Dalton's student body attends with

the support of more than $15 million in need-

based financial aid, and the school commits to

meeting 100% of demonstrated financial need.

Dalton counts Anderson Cooper and Chevy

Chase as graduates, and its alumni list also

includes actresses Claire Danes and Chevy

Chase, evidence of a long-established New York

network.

T R A D E - O F F S

For the 2026-27 school year, tuition is $70,800,

and Dalton is among at least seven Manhattan

schools where fees now exceed the $70,000

threshold, making it one of the costliest day

schools in the country.

Grades of entry are Kindergarten and 9th grade,

and independent admissions analyst estimates

place Dalton's acceptance rate near 13-15% at

the Kindergarten and Grade 9 entry points, so

places outside these years are scarce.

The school underwent a bruising, well-

publicized internal dispute in 2020-2021 over its

anti-racism curriculum; Dalton School's Jim Best

announced he was leaving after 16 years at the

school, following months of controversy over the

school's 'anti-racism' focus, and the school's

Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion left

amid the same firestorm.

Dalton does not have boarding facilities, as it is

a day school and cannot accommodate students

who do not live with their families, so it is only
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The school is located in four buildings within the

Upper East Side of Manhattan, placing it within

walking distance of the city's major museums

and cultural institutions.

workable for families able to commit to daily

Manhattan commuting.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is concentrated at Kindergarten and Grade 9, with a small Prep for Prep pathway into Grades 7-8 

and rare openings elsewhere when current students leave. Applications run through the Ravenna 

platform, opening in mid-August and closing in mid-November, and require a fee, parent and child 

interviews, teacher recommendations, and, from Grade 5 up, ISEE or SSAT scores. Dalton publishes no 

official acceptance rate, but outside estimates put admission at roughly 13-15 percent for the main entry 

grades, making it one of the more competitive schools in the city, with siblings, faculty and alumni 

children given additional consideration.

N O T A B L E  A L U M N I  ( 4 5 )

MUSIC: Bokeem Woodbine, Anton Schwartz, James Steven Ginsburg, Chevy Chase, Sean Lennon, Blu DeTiger

DRAMA: Marian Seldes, Bokeem Woodbine, Jacob Kogan, Jenny Lumet, Andrew Levitas, Fatima Faloye, Patricia

Broderick, Christian Slater

VISUAL_ARTS: Bruno Fonseca, Andrew Levitas, Patricia Broderick, Moses Farrow, Emma Sulkowicz, Q27915064

LETTERS: Samuel R. Delany, Jonathan Schell, Andrew Levitas, Holly Peterson, Jeffrey Rosen, Matthew Yglesias,

Antony Blinken, Wallace Shawn

POLITICS: Antony Blinken

SCIENCE: Samuel R. Delany, Jeffrey Rosen, Antony Blinken, David MacDougall, Laurie Schwab Zabin, Joshua Katz

BUSINESS: Christina Lewis, Haley Sacks

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_494d927c7d.
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