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Polytechnic School
Pasadena, United States

Descended from Caltech's own Throop roots, this 1907 Pasadena day

school still marries rigorous academics with hands-on inquiry.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 78/100

Academic outcomes 81/100

University placement 79/100

Prestige & heritage 78/100

Alumni network 78/100

Facilities 77/100

Transparency 76/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Polytechnic School trades on something few American independents can match: a direct historical line to 

Pasadena’s scientific culture. Founded in 1907 and descended from Caltech’s Throop roots, it has the 

intellectual stamp of a school that takes ideas seriously and expects children to do the same. This is a non-

religious K–12 day school with an American curriculum, a **10:1** student-teacher ratio and average 

classes of **18**, which places it in the small-class, high-attention end of the market. The average annual 

day fee across the full ladder is **$45,762**, so this is an expensive school, but not an irrationally priced 

one for a top-tier Los Angeles-area independent with this level of staffing and programme breadth.
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What marks Poly out is the combination of *serious academic ambition* and hands-on enquiry. The 

school’s own language is full of “student-centred”, “joyful” and “welcoming”, but the more telling detail is 

structural: three clear divisions from Lower School to Upper School, visible investment in libraries, 

student support, outdoor education, climate action, global programming, community engagement, visual 

and performing arts, and a long-established athletics operation with strength and conditioning built in. 

That breadth matters. Plenty of schools promise whole-child education; fewer have the institutional depth 

to give equal weight to science-minded pupils, committed artists and competitive athletes under one roof. 

NEASC and NAIS accreditation add external credibility, and the alumni footprint — with 40 notable 

alumni catalogued in Wikidata, including scientists, writers and actors, plus four major drama-award 

laureates — reinforces the point that Poly does not produce in only one direction.

This is a strong shortlist school for families who want *genuine intellectual substance* without a narrow 

hothouse atmosphere. The best fit is a child who likes working hard, asks questions, and wants access to 

more than one serious lane: academic, artistic, athletic or civic. It will suit students who thrive in a *high-

expectation, high-opportunity* environment where individual attention is real, not rhetorical. It is less 

compelling for families chasing a doctrinaire single-specialism school or a bargain. Poly’s appeal lies in 

range, calibre and culture: *rigorous without being joyless*, established without complacency, and rooted 

in Pasadena in a way that gives it a distinct identity rather than a generic private-school gloss.

S T R E N G T H S

Founded in 1907 as the first nonprofit,

independent school in Southern California, with

historical roots in the Throop Polytechnic

Institute that also gave rise to Caltech.

Small average class size of about 17 students

and a low student-to-teacher ratio of roughly

9:1, per published school data.

K-12 structure organised into Lower, Middle and

Upper School divisions allows a coordinated

academic sequence from kindergarten through

grade 12.

Broad co-curricular offering including 25 varsity

sports with a no-cut policy and well-resourced

arts facilities such as the Garland Theatre.

Accredited by WASC, CAIS and NAIS, the

standard tripartite endorsement expected of

established American independent schools.

T R A D E - O F F S

Day tuition has been reported at roughly

$47,100 (2024) rising to about $53,650 for 2025-

26, placing it among the costlier Pasadena-area

private schools with no boarding option to offset

relocation logistics.

As a day-only school, families relocating from

abroad must arrange separate local housing and

daily transport rather than relying on a

residential campus.

Overall enrollment is modest at under 900

students across all 13 grades, which narrows the

range of electives and specialist tracks

compared with larger prep schools.

Student reviews describe a competitive and at

times stressful atmosphere, particularly in the

upper grades, alongside praise for academic

rigor.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry points exist mainly at kindergarten, with further openings at Middle and Upper School depending 

on attrition. The 2025-26 cycle opened for applications on 1 September 2025 and closed 12 December 

2025, with decisions released mid-March. The process follows the standard independent-school format: 

transcript, teacher recommendations, a student essay and a family interview, plus a $100 application fee; 

no standardized admission test is required. Given the school's small class sizes and Pasadena's dense pool 

of academically oriented families, places are competitive at every entry point.

N O T A B L E  A L U M N I  ( 4 0 )

SPORT: Charley Paddock, Otis Chandler

MUSIC: Anna Christy, Ini Archibong

DRAMA: Alison Sweeney, Spencer Grammer, George Reeves, Charley Paddock, Stephen J. Cannell, Howard Hawks,

Randall Miller, Mike White

VISUAL_ARTS: David Wiseman, Ini Archibong

LETTERS: Julia Child, Stephen J. Cannell, Howard Hawks, Randall Miller, John Battelle, Kevin Greutert, Mike

White, Francis Otto Matthiessen

POLITICS: Steve Cohen

SCIENCE: Bruce Beutler, Francis Otto Matthiessen, Stan Hales, Arthur Emmons Raymond, Michael Grimes,

Q90294232

BUSINESS: Franklin Otis Booth, Jr., Otis Chandler, Rebecca Eaton, Michael Grimes, Kaylin Marcotte

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_484a0ac4cb.
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