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Queen's College
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong

Founded in 1862, Hong Kong's first government secondary school still

runs the world's oldest Anglo-Chinese school magazine.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 79/100

Academic outcomes 84/100

University placement 80/100

Prestige & heritage 79/100

Alumni network 78/100

Facilities 70/100

Transparency 73/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Queen’s College occupies a narrow, distinguished lane in Hong Kong schooling: a government day school 

with deep institutional memory, a boys’ tradition, and an academic culture that takes scholarship 

seriously. Founded in **1862**, it carries a claim few schools anywhere can match: Hong Kong’s first 

government secondary school, born as an Anglo-Chinese school and still operating in English. That 

matters. The school’s identity is not manufactured through branding; it is embedded in history, ritual, 

houses, publications and an old boys’ network with real civic weight. The student-teacher ratio of **18:1**

and average class size of **36** tell a plain story: this is not a boutique school built around pastoral 

intimacy. It is a large, demanding public institution that expects boys to keep up.
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What stands out is the breadth of serious intellectual life beyond the timetable. The public face of the 

school is saturated with Olympiads, subject societies, debates, exchange tours, computing, AI projects, 

and a long list of clubs that runs from physics to drama to bridge. This is not decorative co-curricular 

padding. It reflects a school built for boys who want *competitive stretch*, *earned distinction* and *busy 

days with substance*. The mission statement’s language about producing “leaders of tomorrow” is 

standard school rhetoric; the more convincing evidence lies elsewhere, in the density of academic 

societies, public competitions and the persistence of institutions such as *The Courier*, billed in your 

editorial line as the world’s oldest Anglo-Chinese school magazine. That combination of scholarship, 

continuity and student activity is rare.

Parents should shortlist Queen’s College if they want a high-prestige local route through the Hong Kong 

DSE in an English-medium environment, without the fees or gloss of the international-school market. It 

offers *old-school seriousness*, *public-sector credibility* and a culture that rewards boys who are self-

propelled. It does not sell softness. A child who needs extensive hand-holding, tiny classes or a 

therapeutic pastoral model will find the scale and pace unforgiving. A boy who relishes academic 

competition, enjoys clubs that do real work, and wants to join a school with *historic ballast* and 

*intellectual pressure* will understand the appeal at once.

S T R E N G T H S

Founded in 1862 as the Government Central

School, it is the oldest government secondary

school in Hong Kong, with a nearly 160-year

continuous history.

As a government (public) school, it provides free

education, unlike private or international

alternatives, which removes tuition-fee barriers

for local families.

Consistently strong HKDSE outcomes, with

students regularly awarded top 5** grades and

securing places at the University of Hong Kong,

CUHK, HKUST and overseas universities

including Cambridge.

Publishes The Yellow Dragon, first issued in

1899, which is recognised as the world's oldest

existing Anglo-Chinese school magazine.

Historical alumni roll includes politically and

socially significant figures such as Sun Yat-sen,

reflecting a long tradition of civic engagement.

T R A D E - O F F S

Single-sex boys' school, so it is not an option for

families wanting co-education.

Compact urban campus of approximately 2.5

acres, modest by the standards of newer schools

with larger grounds and sports facilities.

Curriculum is exclusively the Hong Kong DSE

track with no IB or A-level alternative,

narrowing options for families uncertain of long-

term university destination.

Admission runs through the government SSPA

banding and catchment system rather than open

enrolment, which can disadvantage newly

arrived expatriate families without an

established Hong Kong primary school record.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is primarily through Hong Kong's Secondary School Places Allocation (SSPA) system at Form 1, 

based on Primary 5-6 school-based assessments and territory-wide banding; as a long-established Band 1 

government school, competition for both discretionary and central-allocation places is high. Limited S2/S3

vacancies are advertised periodically, requiring a written test and interview, with applications submitted 

directly to the school office within a fixed window. Being a public boys' school, places are rationed by 

catchment and banding rather than by fee-paying capacity.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_4352ed02f2.

WorldsTopSchools.com Page 3 of 3


