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Colégio Visconde de Porto Seguro
São Paulo, Brazil

Since 1878 in Morumbi, a Brazilian-German campus where students can

sit both the ENEM and the German Abitur.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 66/100

Academic outcomes 68/100

University placement 66/100

Prestige & heritage 70/100

Alumni network 58/100

Facilities 72/100

Transparency 60/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Colégio Visconde de Porto Seguro occupies a rare position in São Paulo: an old, academically serious 

Brazilian-German day school with real scale, multiple campuses and a route to both Brazilian university 

entry and the German system. Founded in **1878**, it has longevity that matters in a market full of newer 

“international” operators. The distinctive point is not a vague global outlook; it is the concrete 

combination of Brazilian and German curricula, teaching in Portuguese, German and English, and the 

chance for students to pursue the Abitur alongside Brazilian pathways such as the ENEM. For families 

who want *doors open in two systems*, that matters more than branding. The school also carries ZfA and 

IB accreditation, with the Panamby campus identified by the school as an IB World School for the Diploma 
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Programme.

What puts Porto Seguro on a shortlist is breadth backed by visible outcomes. The school publicises 

**826** university offers, including **207** international offers across **8** countries, and it highlights 

students progressing to USP, Unicamp, Unesp, FGV, Insper, LMU and German medical and foundation 

routes. Those figures do not replace aggregate exam data, which the school does not publish in the 

excerpts we have seen, but they do show a large institution with genuine university traction. This is also a 

school that leans hard into languages, digital education, financial education, reading, social-emotional 

development and parent committees. That package has substance, even if the public-facing case studies 

focus more on standout individual success than on cohort-wide transparency. *This is not a boutique 

school.* It is a big, ambitious one.

The best fit is a student who is academically strong, organised and comfortable in a structured 

environment with high expectations. Porto Seguro suits families who value German language and culture, 

or who want a credible route into higher education in Germany without giving up Brazilian options. It also 

suits students who thrive when a school offers many avenues at once: competitions, interdisciplinary 

projects, strong university preparation and a broad co-curricular life across large campuses. *Serious 

linguists*, *internationally minded high-achievers* and students with the stamina to handle parallel 

demands will get the most from it. Children who need a very intimate setting or a softer academic culture 

may find the scale less forgiving. *The great advantage here is range with rigour.* *The trade-off is that 

parents need to like big-school complexity as much as big-school opportunity.*

S T R E N G T H S

Long-established institution founded in 1878 by

German immigrants, giving it over 140 years of

continuous operation as one of Sao Paulo's

oldest private schools.

Offers a genuine trilingual pathway, with a

German International Curriculum leading to a

dual Brazilian-German certification and Abitur

under an official agreement with the German

government.

The Panamby campus is authorised as an IB

World School for the Diploma Programme,

giving families a recognised globally portable

exit qualification alongside the German and

Brazilian tracks.

Was named the best school in Sao Paulo by Veja

magazine, and its main unit and Valinhos unit

posted strong national ENEM placings among

thousands of Brazilian schools.

Large multi-campus network across Morumbi,

Panamby, Vila Andrade, Portinho and Valinhos

gives access to extensive facilities, over 50

extracurricular offerings, and dedicated student

counselling support.

T R A D E - O F F S

A very large, multi-campus operation serving

thousands of students network-wide, which can

mean less individualised attention than at a

smaller international school.

Fee information is not uniformly published;

third-party listings quote annual tuition ranges

that vary considerably by campus and curricular

track, making budgeting less transparent for

arriving families.

Entry to popular grades at some campuses is

oversubscribed enough to require a public

lottery/waiting-list draw rather than guaranteed

placement, adding uncertainty to admissions

timing.

The German-medium track historically runs in

smaller classes than the standard Brazilian-

curriculum track, meaning families seeking the

German pathway specifically should confirm

current class sizes and availability, as provision

is not uniform across every campus.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Admissions run through campus-specific cycles (e.g. the Vila Andrade edital) with published deadlines 

each year. Where applications exceed vacancies at certain grades, the school holds a public draw to build 

a waiting list, followed by socio-economic review before final placement offers. A reservation payment is 

required at enrolment and is credited against the first tuition instalment. Prospective families should 

contact the relevant campus admissions office directly, as documentation, entry tests and available 

curricular track (Bilingual, German International, or IB at Panamby) differ by unit and grade level.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_41b9878a90.
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