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PNSD Rosella Hightower (École Nationale Supérieure de
Danse de Cannes)
Mougins (near Cannes), France

On the Riviera, one of France's five national dance conservatoires builds

the academic day around daily ballet class, not the reverse.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 47/100

Academic outcomes 38/100

University placement 32/100

Prestige & heritage 55/100

Alumni network 1/100

Facilities 80/100

Transparency 48/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

PNSD Rosella Hightower occupies a narrow and serious niche: pre-professional dance training inside a 

French academic framework, for children and teenagers aged **8–19**. This is not a conventional 

international school with strong dance on the side. It is a conservatoire school where the day is organised 

around dance training, and the French Baccalaureate sits alongside that reality. That distinction matters. 

Families choosing PNSD are not buying a broad all-round campus education with a few elite studios 

attached; they are choosing *total artistic immersion*, *early discipline* and a timetable built for dancers 
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whose training already directs family decisions.

What puts it on a shortlist is the combination of national standing, age range and structure. France has 

only a small number of national dance conservatoires, and this school sits in that select group while 

offering both day and boarding provision. For the right student, that creates a rare pathway: technical 

training from childhood through the later teenage years, without the fragmentation that comes from 

patching together private dance tuition and a separate school. The location near Cannes adds an obvious 

attraction, but parents should keep their eyes on substance, not Riviera glamour. The real draw is 

*professional intensity*, *clear vocational purpose* and a culture that treats ballet training as the centre 

of the enterprise, not an extracurricular ornament.

The flip side is just as clear. This school will not suit families who want curricular breadth, a conventional 

international environment or a light-touch approach to adolescent development. Instruction is in French, 

the curriculum is the French Baccalaureate, and the institution serves a specialist mission. That makes it 

a strong fit for students with established technique, stamina and appetite for repetition; it makes little 

sense for children who enjoy dance but still want school life to carry equal or greater weight. Boarding 

also raises the stakes. Sending a child away for specialist arts training demands unusual certainty from 

both parent and student.

The ideal PNSD student is ambitious, resilient and already committed to dance as more than a hobby. 

They will want *daily rigour*, *high-stakes training* and peers whose lives revolve around the studio. 

Families who value that focus, and who accept the trade-off between specialisation and breadth, will find 

a school with a precise identity and a credible reason to exist. In a crowded market of schools claiming 

excellence through glossy facilities and vague enrichment, PNSD offers something cleaner and harder to 

find: a French, secular, boarding-capable conservatoire for young dancers who want their education 

shaped by the demands of the art form itself.

S T R E N G T H S

One of a small number of schools in France

officially designated a Pole National Superieur

de Danse (PNSD) by the Ministry of Culture,

giving it recognised conservatoire status.

Founded by Rosella Hightower, an American-

born prima ballerina, giving the school a long-

established lineage in classical ballet training.

Combines vocational dance training with the

French Baccalaureate, allowing students to

pursue a professional dance pathway without

abandoning a mainstream academic

qualification.

Offers both day and boarding places, making it

accessible to families relocating from outside

the Alpes-Maritimes region or from abroad.

Located in Mougins near Cannes, within an

established cultural and performing-arts

corridor of the French Riviera.

T R A D E - O F F S

Curriculum is narrowly focused on dance

vocational training; unsuitable for students

without a clear commitment to a professional

dance career.

Combining full Baccalaureate academics with

intensive daily dance training creates a

demanding schedule with limited time for other

extracurriculars.

Instruction is in French, which may pose an

adjustment challenge for non-French-speaking

boarding families.

As a specialist conservatoire, entry is audition-

based and highly selective, narrowing the pool

of families for whom it is even an option.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is by audition, assessing technical dance ability, physical aptitude and academic standing, with 

places offered at several age points corresponding to French schooling cycles. As a nationally recognised 

PNSD, competition for boarding and day places is significant given the limited intake typical of specialist 

conservatoires. Applicants typically need prior serious ballet or contemporary training; academic records 

are also reviewed to ensure students can manage the dual Baccalaureate and dance workload. Auditions 

are usually held on-site in Mougins.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_35e227b004.
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