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Vasant Valley School

New Delhi, India

Founded in Vasant Kunj by the India Today family in 1990, its classrooms
run on no bells, only rhythm and process over outcome.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 60/100
Academic outcomes 63/100
University placement 60/100
Prestige & heritage 60/100
Alumni network 59/100
Facilities 58/100
Transparency 48/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

No bells is a small detail, but it tells you a lot about Vasant Valley School. This is a school that has spent
decades building culture through routine and expectation rather than noise and control. Founded in 1990
in Vasant Kunj, run by the Education Today Trust, and shaped early by Arun Kapur, who led the school for
30 years until 2020, Vasant Valley has a long-established identity in the Delhi market. The school’s stated
hierarchy is plain: arts and sport matter as much as academics, and “being a good citizen” matters more
than being a good student. That is not standard CBSE rhetoric. In a city full of schools that treat
examination performance as the whole point, Vasant Valley has held to a *clear-minded* broader model.
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That makes it distinctive, but also easier to misread. This is not an anti-academic school. It is a serious
English-medium CBSE day school for ages 3 to 18, accredited by CBSE, with a leadership structure that is
unusually deliberate: a principal, separate heads of junior and senior school, ten heads of department,
and teacher coordinators overseeing cerebral, creative, physical, social-emotional and spiritual
development. The machinery matters because the philosophy is ambitious. Schools talk loosely about
holistic education; Vasant Valley has built it into its operating model. Parents who want a school that
prizes process over rank-chasing, and gives the arts real status in the timetable and in the culture, will
find that *genuinely unusual*.

The average annual day fee is **240,276 INR**, which places Vasant Valley in Delhi’s premium day-school
bracket without boarding-school inflation. Why shortlist it? Because it offers something harder to find
than glossy facilities or slogan-heavy pastoral language: *institutional coherence*. The school knows what
it is. It has carried that identity from its founding vision under Aroon and Rekha Purie through successive
heads, with Rekha Krishnan serving from 2006 to March 2025 and Sharmila Bakshi now leading the
school. For the right child, that consistency counts for more than fashionable add-ons.

The right child for Vasant Valley is bright, curious, articulate, and willing to engage beyond the exam
script. Children who need constant external prodding, thrive only on competitive heat, or want a school
built around relentless outcome display may find it *too self-possessed* and *too disciplined in its ideals*.
Pupils who value intellectual independence, strong relationships with teachers, and a school culture that
gives equal dignity to the stage, the playing field and the classroom will fit. Vasant Valley suits families
who want substance over performance, and who understand that a school’s deepest quality lies in the
habits it teaches every day, not in the claims it makes about itself.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

« Established in 1990 on a spacious campus in o Entry, especially at Nursery/KG level, is highly
Vasant Vihar, New Delhi, giving it more green competitive with a lengthy waitlist; lateral entry
space and sporting facilities than many central into senior years is limited.
Delhi day schools. ¢ As a CBSE day school, it does not offer IB or A-

o CBSE-affiliated with a long-standing reputation Level pathways, which may not suit families
for a strong arts, drama and music programme anticipating a return to UK/US systems.
alongside academics. « Being centrally located in Vasant Vihar, daily

o Attracts a well-connected, cosmopolitan Delhi commute times can be significant for families
parent body, including diplomatic and business based in Gurgaon, Noida or other NCR suburbs.
families, which supports an active alumni and « Fee levels are not publicly itemised on the
community network. school website in a way that allows independent

o Known for early emphasis on environmental verification against other Delhi private schools.

education and community service as part of the
school ethos.

« Single, purpose-built campus (rather than a
split-site setup) simplifies logistics for day
students across primary and senior years.
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ADMISSIONS

Admission is primarily at the Nursery and Kindergarten entry points, with very limited lateral vacancies in
later years. The process typically involves an application form, a parent interaction and, for older
applicants, a student interview or assessment; sibling and alumni priority may apply. Given its long-
standing reputation among Delhi's business and diplomatic community, demand consistently exceeds
available seats, particularly at entry level, so families should apply well ahead of the intended admission
year and confirm current criteria directly with the school.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 331f457416.
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