
     I N S P I R E .  C H A L L E N G E .  S U P P O R T .

Every country structures its education system differently. From grades and year levels to elementary and primary, the terms can vary greatly and cause confusion for parents. These 
charts provide a comparison of the major education systems, the grade/year level equivalents for each, and the age of the students within those levels. Students at ISS are placed in year 
levels based on their age. These year levels in turn form the three programmes of the International Baccalaureate: the Primary Years Programme (PYP), Middle Years Programme (MYP) 
and Diploma Programme (DP).

Understanding Year & Grade Equivalents

Grade At ISS 
2025/26 School Year

Germany India Japan UK US/Canada

Early Years 3 Kindergarten/Kita Nursery Kindergarten 1 Reception Pre-school

Early Years 4 Kindergarten Kindergarten 1 Kindergarten 2 Reception Pre-school

Early Years 5 Kindergarten Kindergarten 2 Kindergarten 3 Year 1 Kindergarten

Grade 1 1. Klasse (Grundschule) Standard 1 Elementary Grade 1 Year 2 Grade 1

 Grade 2 2. Klasse (Grundschule) Standard 2 Elementary Grade 2 Year 3 Grade 2

Grade 3 3. Klasse (Grundschule) Standard 3 Elementary Grade 3 Year 4 Grade 3

Grade 4 4. Klasse (Grundschule) Standard 4 Elementary Grade 4 Year 5 Grade 4

Grade 5 5. Klasse (Sek I) Standard 5 Elementary Grade 5 Year 6 Grade 5

Grade 6 (MYP 1) 6. Klasse (Sek I) Standard 6 Elementary Grade 6 Year 7 Grade 6

Grade 7 (MYP 2) 7. Klasse (Sek I) Standard 7 Middle School Grade 1 Year 8 Grade 7

Grade 8 (MYP 3) 8. Klasse (Sek I) Standard 8 Middle School Grade 2 Year 9 Grade 8

01 Oct. 2021- 30 Sept. 2022

Recommended Age

01 Oct. 2020 - 30 Sept. 2021

01 Oct. 2019- 30 Sept. 2020

01 Oct. 2018 - 30 Sept. 2019

01 Oct. 2017 - 30 Sept. 2018

01 Oct. 2016 - 30 Sept. 2017

01 Oct. 2015 - 30 Sept. 2016

01 Oct. 2014 - 30 Sept. 2015

01 Oct. 2013 - 30 Sept. 2014

01 Oct. 2012 - 30 Sept. 2013

01 Oct. 2011 - 30 Sept. 2012

Grade 9 (MYP 4) 9. Klasse (Sek I) Standard 9 Middle School Grade 3 Year 10 Grade 9

Grade10 (MYP 5) 10. Klasse (Sek I) Standard 10 High School Grade 1 Year 11 Grade 10

Grade 11 (DP 1) 11. Klasse (Sek II) Higher Secondary 1 High School Grade 2 Year 12 Grade 11

Grade 12 (DP 2) 12. Klasse (Sek II G8) Abitur Higher Secondary 2 High School Grade 3 Year 13 Grade 12

N/A 13. Klasse (Sek II G9) Abitur N/A N/A N/A N/A

01 Oct. 2010 - 30 Sept. 2011

01 Oct. 2009 - 30 Sept. 2010

01 Oct. 2008 - 30 Sept. 2009

01 Oct. 2007 - 30 Sept. 2008

N/A
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