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Ipswich Grammar School

Ipswich, QLD, Australia

Queensland's oldest grammar school, its Gothic Revival Great Hall still
anchoring lessons atop Grammar School Hill.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 46/100
Academic outcomes 62/100
University placement 60/100
Prestige & heritage 53/100
Alumni network 12/100
Facilities 49/100
Transparency 43/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Ipswich Grammar School trades on two assets that many Queensland schools cannot match: history and
clarity of purpose. Founded in **1863**, it is Queensland’s oldest grammar school, and the setting still
matters. The Great Hall on Grammar School Hill gives the school a physical centre of gravity that newer
campuses cannot manufacture; this is a school with *institutional memory*, *ceremonial heft* and a
strong sense of continuity. The proposition is plain: boys-only, non-denominational, day and boarding, Prep
to Year 12, with English as the language of instruction and the QCE curriculum. That focus gives Ipswich
Grammar a clean market position. Parents who want a co-educational, progressive, loosely structured
environment should look elsewhere. Parents who want a traditional boys’ school with a defined code,
visible heritage and a serious boarding identity should put it on the shortlist.

What marks Ipswich Grammar out is not novelty but discipline of method. The school states that Explicit
Teaching is its instructional framework, with lessons broken into sequenced blocks, clear goals and
weekly parent feedback. That is a concrete academic model, not empty rhetoric. It suits boys who benefit
from structure, repetition and direct instruction, and it gives parents a clear idea of how teaching works
day to day. The school also advertises more than **40** co-curricular activities, with sport given real
prominence through its connection to the GPS tradition. That mix creates a *competitive edge*, *old-
school rigour* and a culture that prizes performance, routine and participation over self-expression for its

own sake.

Boarding is central to the school’s identity, not a side offering. The public emphasis on “Building the
Future of Boarding” and the dedicated IGS Connect programme for boys in rural and remote Australia tell
parents exactly where the school sees growth and purpose. That strengthens its appeal for country
families who want a metropolitan education without losing a recognisable pastoral and community
framework. It also sharpens the school’s type: this is a good fit for boys who thrive in a structured
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community, who enjoy sport and house-style belonging, and who respond to clear expectations. Boys who
dislike hierarchy, ceremonial culture or single-sex schooling will not enjoy it. Boys who want *clear
standards*, *strong routines* and *a robust sense of belonging* will.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

One of Queensland's oldest schools, founded in
1863, with a well-established heritage campus in
Ipswich.

Member of the GPS (Greater Public Schools)
Queensland association, giving boys a long-
standing competitive sporting pathway.

Offers both day and boarding places, providing
an option for regional and international families
needing residential care.

Delivers the QCE curriculum with an ATAR

pathway, giving graduates a recognised route
into Queensland and interstate universities.

Located around 40km from Brisbane, making it
a more affordable alternative to inner-city GPS
schools for families willing to commute or board.

WorldsTopSchools.com

All-boys school, so it will not suit families
wanting a co-educational environment for their
son or a place for daughters.

Distance from Brisbane CBD means day families

outside Ipswich face a longer commute than at
city-based GPS schools.

Boarding adds a further layer of fees on top of

tuition, which should be budgeted for separately.

As a single-sex, mid-sized regional school,
subject and elective breadth in senior years may
be narrower than at larger metropolitan
campuses.
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ADMISSIONS

Enrolment applies from Prep through to Year 12, with common entry points at Prep, Year 5 and Year 7,
and additional places sometimes available at Year 10 or 11. Families apply directly via the school's
enrolment office, typically providing academic and behavioural references, and are asked to enrol well in
advance, particularly for boarding places and popular entry years. Places are not guaranteed and are
assessed on a case-by-case basis rather than through a standardised entrance exam.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 28f91576h8.
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