WORLD'S TOP SCHOOLS 2026-09-05

Upper Canada College

Toronto, Canada

Modelled on Eton in 1829, this all-boys Toronto institution pairs IB rigour
with 450 acres of wilderness learning at Norval.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 80/100
Academic outcomes 78/100
University placement 76/100
Prestige & heritage 82/100
Alumni network 82/100
Facilities 85/100
Transparency 79/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Upper Canada College trades on two things that few schools can match in the same package: old
institutional weight and a serious outdoor asset. This is an all-boys Toronto school founded in 1829, the
oldest independent school in Ontario, with both day and boarding provision and a curriculum that
combines Canadian schooling with the IB. The academic set-up is intimate by big-school standards, with a
**10:1** student-teacher ratio and average classes of **18**. The hook, though, is not heritage alone.
UCC’s Norval property gives it 450 acres of wilderness learning, which lifts it beyond the usual urban
private-school formula and gives the school a *distinctive physical scale* that most city schools cannot
offer.
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In market terms, UCC sits at the top end of Canadian independent education. The average annual day fee
across the full age range is **CAD 46,830**, and boarding averages **CAD 82,274**, Parents are paying
for a long-established institution with real brand power, an IB accreditation through the IBO, and an
alumni network of unusual depth: Wikidata alone records 227 notable alumni, including 77 politicians and
statespersons, 30 business and finance figures, and 40 scientists and scholars. That matters. For families
who value network, tradition and recognisable social capital, UCC is a *serious contender*. It also carries
the benefits and limits of a historic boys’ school: strong identity, strong rituals, and a culture that does not
dilute itself to please everybody.

This school belongs on a shortlist for boys who thrive in structured environments, can handle academic
pressure, and want a school with reach beyond the classroom. It will suit families who want the IB
without sacrificing a Canadian setting, and who place value on boarding as part of the school’s character
even if their son attends as a day pupil. It is less compelling for parents who want a progressive co-
educational culture or a visibly broad university destinations list; the published recent destinations cited
here are thin, with single students heading to California Polytechnic State University, Columbia University
and the New England Conservatory of Music. That does not diminish the school’s stature, but it does
make outcomes *more opaque than they should be* for a school at this price. UCC is for boys who will use
its resources, tolerate its *patrician edge*, and benefit from a setting that is both *high-pressure* and
unusually expansive.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS
o Founded in 1829, making it the oldest « All-boys only, so it is not an option for families
independent school in Ontario and one of the seeking co-education, regardless of academic fit.
oldest in Canada, with a nearly two-century « Day tuition alone runs into the tens of thousands
operating history. of Canadian dollars annually, with boarding fees
o One of a small number of schools worldwide, markedly higher, plus separate application and
and the only all-boys school in North America, one-time registration charges.
authorised to teach the full IB Continuum (PYP, « Boarding cohort is comparatively small (under
MYP and DP) alongside the Ontario diploma. 100 students), so international boarding places
o Offers a substantial financial assistance are limited relative to larger dedicated boarding
programme, with the school stating it provides schools.
several million dollars annually and describing « Admission is competitive and process-heavy,
its day-student admissions process as needs- requiring multiple years of report cards,
blind. testing/interview components and adherence to
o Campus footprint includes a 35-acre midtown specific entry-year intake points rather than
Toronto site plus a separate large rural property open enrolment.
(Norval) used for outdoor and boarding-related
programming.

o Long-established international alumni network,
with the school citing more than 12,500
graduates across 80-plus countries in fields
including politics, finance and the arts.
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ADMISSIONS

UCC admits boys from Senior Kindergarten through Year 12, with defined entry points at SK and Years 3,
5, 6, 7 and 9 for day students; boarding decisions run on a rolling basis from December to May.
Applications open in September, with a December 1 deadline for day places and April 15 for boarding.
Candidates submit an application form plus two years of report cards; entry to core years is considered
competitive given limited annual places.

NOTABLE ALUMNI (227)
SPORT: Barney Williams, John Beverley Robinson, Albert William Austin
MUSIC: Michael Snow, Harris Eisenstadt, Galt MacDermot, Mavor Moore, Jim Cuddy

DRAMA: Raymond Massey, Robertson Davies, Brendan Fraser, Robert J. Flaherty, Michael Ignatieff, Melvyn
Douglas, Michael Snow, Geraint Wyn Davies

VISUAL ARTS: Robert J. Flaherty, Michael Snow, Joseph B. MacInnis, Harris Eisenstadt, André Fauteux, Dan
Gibson, Edmund Burke, Peter Mettler

LETTERS: Stephen Leacock, Robertson Davies, Peter C. Newman, Robert J. Flaherty, Michael Ignatieff, Rupert
Etherege Kingsford, Stinson Jarvis, Archibald Sullivan

POLITICS: Stephen Leacock, James Cockburn, Charles Arkoll Boulton, Michael Ignatieff, Matthew Crooks
Cameron, George H. Cross, Edward Blake, John Julius Norwich

SCIENCE: Stephen Leacock, Peter C. Newman, Michael Ignatieff, Edmond Ku, Harold French McDonald, Thomas
Joseph Workman Burgess, Warren Cabral, Michael Richard Jackson Bonner

BUSINESS: James Cockburn, Charles Arkoll Boulton, Conrad Black, Edward Samuel Rogers, Galen Weston, ]Jr.,
John Black Aird, John Bosley, John Craig Eaton

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 16200a76c2.
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