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Beijing City International School
Beijing, China

In Beijing's Central Business District, a full IB continuum pairs with

IDEATE, an in-house project-based track alongside the diploma years.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 67/100

Academic outcomes 71/100

University placement 69/100

Prestige & heritage 62/100

Alumni network 55/100

Facilities 74/100

Transparency 64/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

In Beijing’s CBD, Beijing City International School offers a full IB continuum from age 3 to 18, with an 

extra twist that matters: IDEATE, its in-house project-based pathway running alongside the diploma 

years. That gives BCIS a sharper academic identity than many all-purpose international schools. This is 

not just an IB school with decent facilities bolted on. It has built a second track for students who want 

applied, interdisciplinary work without stepping outside the school. For parents weighing Beijing’s 

established international options, that *dual academic proposition* is the key reason BCIS belongs on a 

shortlist.
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The school’s profile is clear. It is a secular day school, founded in **1994**, teaching in English and 

Mandarin, and accredited by CIS, the IB and WASC. Those are concrete markers of an established 

international operator, not a new entrant still trying to define itself. The campus details the school 

chooses to foreground also tell their own story: a rooftop garden, swimming pool, week-without-walls 

trips, and dedicated sections for early childhood, elementary, middle and high school. That points to a 

school that takes the all-through model seriously and has invested in the physical infrastructure to 

support it. The head’s message leans hard on family language, but the more useful takeaway is the 

school’s stress on personalised learning and on recognising Chinese culture inside an international 

framework. In Beijing, that blend matters.

BCIS suits students who want breadth without losing coherence. The obvious fit is the internationally 

mobile family that wants the stability of the IB from the early years through graduation. It also suits 

children who are energised by projects, design thinking and real-world application rather than a diet of 

exams alone. The presence of IDEATE makes BCIS more attractive to students who are *restless in 

conventional classrooms* but still need a rigorous school with recognised accreditation and a clear 

university-facing structure. It also fits families who want an English-medium education with Mandarin in 

daily reach, and who value a school that treats Chinese culture as part of the core experience rather than 

decorative local colour.

The caveat is that BCIS does not publish the hard performance data that would sharpen the picture: no 

aggregate IB results are in the public domain in the context here, and no fee figure is available to place it 

precisely on Beijing’s price ladder. That leaves parents to judge it on structure, programme design and 

institutional maturity. On those measures, BCIS stands out as an *established*, *cosmopolitan* and 

*thought-through* choice: strongest for students who want the IB’s continuity, but do not want their final 

years narrowed to a single orthodox route.

S T R E N G T H S

IB curriculum throughout the school

Beijing location suits expatriate families in the

capital

Rooftop garden supports outdoor, applied

learning

Swimming pool adds on-site sports provision

T R A D E - O F F S

Website gives no published exam results

No accreditation details provided in supplied

sources

Beijing location may mean pollution and

congestion
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A D M I S S I O N S

BCIS is a co-educational, not-for-profit day school in Beijing offering an IB education from toddler level 

through to Grade 12, so the main entry points are likely to span early years, primary and secondary, 

rather than a single selective intake year. Publicly available material suggests rolling interest across age 

groups, but the school does not publish, in the sources provided here, a detailed breakdown of age-

specific admissions windows, capacity by year, or formal application deadlines.

The school’s admissions pages are referenced on its website, along with an admissions policy, tuition and 

fees, and a scholarship programme, which indicates some form of financial support or merit funding may 

be available. Beyond that, BCIS does not set out in the material provided here the exact assessment 

format, whether interviews are required, or how places are prioritised. What is distinctive, at least from 

the school’s own framing, is an emphasis on personalised learning, supportive teaching and an 

internationally minded environment that also gives explicit weight to Chinese culture and traditions.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_14673480dc.
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