WORLD'S TOP SCHOOLS 2026-09-05

Kings' School Nad Al Sheba

Dubai, United Arab Emirates
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In Nad Al Sheba, a British-curriculum campus where Emirati pupils form
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the majority and garden classrooms anchor outdoor learning.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 63/100
Academic outcomes 68/100
University placement 65/100
Prestige & heritage 59/100
Alumni network 54/100
Facilities 76/100
Transparency 69/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Kings' School Nad Al Sheba occupies a distinct slice of the Dubai market: a British day school for ages
**3-18**, founded in **2014**, with a stronger local profile than many expatriate-facing rivals. Emirati
pupils form the majority. That changes the social texture of the school. Families looking for a British
curriculum without the cultural dislocation that can come with a heavily transient international intake will
find a more rooted community here. The KHDA's **Very Good** rating for 2023/24 puts it in the upper tier
without pushing it into the inflated territory of schools sold on status first and substance second.

What sets the school apart is not novelty for its own sake but a clear operational identity. The outdoor-
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learning emphasis, with garden classrooms as a visible feature, gives the campus a practical educational
thread rather than a decorative one. In a city where “premium” schools can blur into one another, that
matters. So does the age range: an all-through British school offers continuity from early years to sixth
form, and continuity has real value for families who want stable expectations, stable friendships and no
forced transition at 11 or 16. This is a school with a *settled local character*, a *grounded sense of place*
and a *more anchored parent body* than many Dubai competitors.

It belongs on a shortlist for parents who want British academics in English, but not a school built around
a purely expatriate social scene. It will suit families who value *structure without coldness*, *outdoor
learning with purpose* and a school culture that feels *less transactional, more communal*. It also suits
parents who care about regulatory reassurance: BSO accreditation and a Very Good KHDA judgement
give the school a solid external quality stamp. The trade-off is straightforward. Families chasing the
cachet of Dubai’s most aggressively marketed top-fee brands may find this a less theatrical proposition.
Families who care more about fit, continuity and community will rate that restraint as a strength.

The best fit is a pupil who will thrive in a school with clear routines, a broad British framework and a peer
group shaped in large part by local families. Children who like outdoor activity, respond well to
consistency and do not need an overtly high-octane, hyper-competitive atmosphere will do well here. This
is not the right choice for every child in Dubai; it is a strong choice for those who need a *calm daily
rhythm*, *cultural familiarity* and an all-through school that does the core job well.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

e British curriculum, KHDA-attested and BSO- « Secondary phase still maturing, with no A-level
accredited or GCSE cohorts yet (Year 11 first reached in

« English-medium teaching throughout the 3-18 September 2024; full Year 13 provision expected
range September 2026)

« KHDA rated Very good (2023/24) « No proven senior-phase examination or

o Inclusive education rated Outstanding in the TR ETE g SO oI (8-S IRt TCL:

2023-24 DSIB inspection o Reported teacher turnover of around 35 per cent

o Extensive campus set around landscaped (E5Y)

gardens » Group-standard communications give limited

« Continuous through-school pathway avoiding a SIS EPEEIRT EEEN @ CEFHo-CEy HEmerntng

change of school at 11 or 13
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ADMISSIONS

Kings' School Nad Al Sheba is a British-curriculum school in Dubai serving early years upward and
building toward full 3-18 provision, so admission entry points are likely to run from Foundation through
the growing secondary phase rather than at only one or two selective stages. There is a Nursery section
for children aged two to four, with families able to keep a child there until FS2.

On selection, Kings' emphasises inclusion, high expectations and a "bespoke, challenging, and innovative
curriculum", but the available sources do not set out a formal assessment process, interview structure or

testing format for Nad Al Sheba specifically. Annual fees ranging from AED 55,750 to AED 96,232
(average around AED 72,500), placing the school in a premium band in terms of pricing.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 139d647a8d.
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