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Rugby School

Rugby, United Kingdom

The Warwickshire close where a schoolboy's 1823 sprint with the ball
gave rugby its name and its game.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 69/100
Academic outcomes 70/100
University placement 68/100
Prestige & heritage 73/100
Alumni network 72/100
Facilities 72/100
Transparency 62/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Rugby trades on more than a famous anecdote about a boy running with a ball. The real draw is the
combination of scale, history and academic choice inside a full boarding environment that still has
intellectual seriousness at its core. This is a British senior school for ages 13 to 18 with Anglican roots,
accredited by ISI and HMC, and it offers both A levels and the IB rather than forcing every sixth-former
down one route. That matters. For a bright teenager who knows their strengths, or for one still working
them out, dual pathways give Rugby an advantage over single-track boarding rivals. Add a **10:1**
student-teacher ratio and average classes of **18**, and the proposition is clear: this is a *high-
expectation* school with enough staffing to avoid the anonymity that big boarding schools can breed.
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The school’s own language stresses kindness, courage and intellectual clarity, and the more persuasive
point is that Rugby has the machinery to make those claims credible. A boarding school of this age and
reputation lives or dies by house culture, staff quality and the tone set in classrooms. Rugby’s insistence
on challenge without intimidation is one of its stronger notes. Parents who want a *hard-edged academic*
atmosphere with no pastoral ballast will find sterner places; parents who want a soft, therapeutic cocoon
will find gentler ones. Rugby sits in the valuable middle: *demanding*, socially broad by old public-school
standards, and structured for students who want a lot on their plate. The average annual fee is
**£62,000** for boarders and **£39,000** for day pupils, which places it firmly in the expensive top tier of
the UK independent market. At that price, families are buying not only teaching and boarding, but a
dense institutional network, formidable extracurricular range and a name with real staying power.

Outcomes give the school weight. In the 2024 cohort of 200 leavers, 88% went to top-100 universities,
with 17 to Oxbridge and 64 to Russell Group institutions; Oxford took 9 and Cambridge 8. That does not
make Rugby a university conveyor belt, and it does not need to be. Its real market position is as a *full-
spectrum* boarding school for able, energetic teenagers who want options: strong academics, serious
sport, institutional tradition, and a peer group ambitious enough to sharpen them. The alumni footprint is
*exceptionally deep* even by old-school standards, with 1,097 notable alumni catalogued in Wikidata and
heavy representation across politics, scholarship, writing and elite sport. The student who will want
Rugby is not the one hunting for a niche, boutique education. It is the one who wants a big stage, can

cope with expectation, and will use a *prestige machine* rather than hide inside it.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Founded in 1567, Rugby School is one of the e At around £55,000 a year for boarding (£30,000
original seven English public schools and is for day pupils), Rugby sits in the premium
popularly linked to the origins of rugby football. bracket before travel, music lessons and other

« Fully co-educational since 1992, with an extras.
approximately 50:50 mix of boys and girls; ¢ 16+ entry requires a strong existing record —
around 75% of pupils board, roughly 20% of typically three GCSE grade 7s (or A) and three
whom are international. grade 6s (or B), or the IB MYP equivalent — so

» Rated Excellent in its most recently available ISI late entrants need solid prior results.
report, the highest grading available under the « The school is in the market town of Rugby,
inspectorate's former framework. Warwickshire, rather than a major city, adding a

« The Sixth Form offers a genuine choice of two travel leg for overseas boarding families arriving
pathways — A-Levels and the IB Diploma via London or Birmingham airports.
Programme. e The headline Excellent rating stems from a 2014

o Co-curricular provision is world-class in sport, report, and since 2023 ISI no longer issues an
music, drama and visual arts and elite in dance, overall single-word judgement, so there is no
backed by extensive playing fields, theatre and current one-word inspection verdict to compare

« Scholarships across academic, art, music, +« Rugby has withdrawn from national exam league
drama, computing and sport can be combined tables, so parents cannot benchmark it directly
with means-tested bursaries worth up to 100% against competitors in that format.

of fees, and the Arnold Foundation supports
talented children with a need for boarding.
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ADMISSIONS

Entry is mainly at 13+ (Year 9) and 16+ (Sixth Form), with occasional 14+ places. For 13+, families are
advised to visit during Year 5 or 6, then register and sit Common Entrance or Academic Scholarship
papers plus an interview. For 16+, applications close in the autumn of Year 11, with entrance tests and
interviews that November; offers typically require at least three GCSE grade 7s and three grade 6s (or IB
MYP equivalent), including English and maths. Scholarships across academic, art, music, drama,
computing and sport can be combined with means-tested bursaries of up to 100% of fees, and the Arnold
Foundation supports talented children with a need for boarding. A dedicated Boarding Pathway offers
priority places and a 10% boarding-fee remission for pupils transferring from participating Rugby prep
schools. Demand for boarding places is significant, so early registration is advised.

NOTABLE ALUMNI (1097)

SPORT: William Webb Ellis, Thomas Hughes, Edward Horsman, Frederick Stokes, Charles Bowen, Baron Bowen,

Duncan Mackinnon, James Cassels, Edward Hirst
MUSIC: Arthur Bliss, Robin Milford, David Croft, Faris Badwan, Gavin Gordon, Adnan Sami, Q1328815, Dan Haigh

DRAMA: Anthony Horowitz, Anthony Quayle, Robert Hardy, Salman Rushdie, William Macready, Charles Colville,
5th Viscount Colville of Culross, Charles Hawtrey, Bernard Horsfall

VISUAL ARTS: Denys Lasdun, Lewis Carroll, Arthur Ransome, Wyndham Lewis, Fabio Barraclough, Sydney
Chapman, Richard Dixon Oldham, Maurice Collis

LETTERS: Edward Cave, Matthew Arnold, Anthony Horowitz, Bruce Shand, Thomas Hughes, Angus Maude,
Anthony Quayle, Arthur Penrhyn Stanley

POLITICS: Edward Goschen, Murray MacLehose, Austen Chamberlain, Thomas Ashton, 1st Baron Ashton of Hyde,
Andrew Turner, Ralph Abercromby, Thomas Hughes, Edward Stanley, 15th Earl of Derby

SCIENCE: David Marr, Donald Michie, Matthew Arnold, William Bateson, R. G. Collingwood, Ullin Place, Brian M.
Fagan, Arthur Penrhyn Stanley

BUSINESS: Anthony Horowitz, Samuel Courtauld, Bruce Shand, Andrew Mitchell, George Goschen, 1st Viscount

Goschen, Neville Chamberlain, David Croft, Edward Baring, 1st Baron Revelstoke

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 0dcbcb2fb8.
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