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Somerset College
Somerset West, South Africa

Set on a 32-hectare Winelands farm between Somerset West and

Stellenbosch, pupils choose IEB matric or Cambridge A-levels.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 56/100

Academic outcomes 57/100

University placement 55/100

Prestige & heritage 56/100

Alumni network 55/100

Facilities 59/100

Transparency 45/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Set on a **32-hectare** Winelands farm between Somerset West and Stellenbosch, Somerset College 

trades on space, setting and choice. This is not an urban campus squeezed into a suburb; it is a *properly 

expansive* South African independent school for ages 3 to 18, founded in 1997, with an unusually clear 

dual academic offer at the top end: pupils can take the IEB National Senior Certificate or Cambridge A-

levels. That matters. Parents weighing local university routes against international options get a school 

built for both, without having to switch institutions at 16. English is the language of instruction, and the 

school’s non-denominational Christian identity gives it a values framework without tying it to a single 

church constituency.
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In market terms, Somerset College sits in the premium independent bracket. The average annual day fee 

across the full age range is **ZAR 132,926**, which places it firmly in the territory of families who are 

making a deliberate lifestyle-and-education purchase, not just buying exam preparation. Its accreditations 

— ISASA, SAHISA and IEB — anchor it in South Africa’s established independent-school ecosystem and 

matter more than glossy rhetoric. The real point of difference, though, is the combination of a *country-

campus feel* with a split post-16 pathway. Plenty of schools offer a strong campus; plenty offer one 

credible leaving qualification. Fewer offer both IEB matric and A-levels on one site in a setting that reads 

as *distinctly unhurried* rather than pressured.

This school belongs on a shortlist for families who want breadth, outdoor space and flexibility at sixth-

form level, and who do not want a hard binary between local and international trajectories. It will suit 

students who thrive in a campus environment rather than a dense city one, and those who want a 

mainstream but *well-resourced* independent education with room to develop interests beyond the 

classroom. It is less compelling for families who want a secular school, a sharply specialised academic 

hothouse, or a cheaper route through the South African private sector. The attraction here is 

straightforward: a large rural campus, a full 3–18 ladder, and a *rarely matched* choice between South 

Africa’s IEB track and Cambridge A-levels.

S T R E N G T H S

Co-educational independent school in the

Helderberg region offering both day and

boarding options, useful for relocating expat

families.

Follows the IEB-administered National Senior

Certificate, an examination track generally

regarded as more rigorous than the standard

NSC.

Located in Somerset West within easy reach of

Cape Town, giving access to the Western Cape's

broader amenities and expat community.

Offers schooling across a wide age range from

pre-primary through to matric, allowing families

to keep siblings on one campus.

Maintains a boarding facility, which is relatively

uncommon among Western Cape independent

schools and suits diplomatic or corporate

relocation families.

T R A D E - O F F S

As an independent school it charges private-

school fees, though exact current figures are not

published widely enough to verify precisely

here.

Its editorial ranking (1246) suggests it sits well

outside the small cluster of nationally top-

ranked South African independent schools.

Being a single, mid-sized campus, it will not

offer the breadth of subject or extracurricular

choice found at larger metropolitan schools.

Public data on matric pass rates, university

placement statistics or specific awards is not

readily available for independent verification.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry points typically run from pre-primary through Grade 8, with occasional places in senior years 

subject to space. Applications require academic records, a school report, and usually an assessment or 

interview; boarding applicants need additional documentation. Competitiveness is moderate rather than 

acutely selective, though popular entry grades (Grade 1 and Grade 8) can fill early. Prospective expat 

families should apply well in advance of the South African academic year, which begins in January, and 

confirm current fee schedules and boarding availability directly with the school.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_0b270dad0d.
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