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Tring Park School for the Performing Arts
Tring, Hertfordshire, United Kingdom

In a Wren-designed Rothschild mansion, mornings of GCSE and A-Level

study give way to afternoons of rigorous, audition-only dance and drama

training.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 44/100

Academic outcomes 55/100

University placement 40/100

Prestige & heritage 64/100

Alumni network 1/100

Facilities 38/100

Transparency 44/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Tring Park occupies a narrow, demanding niche and does it with clarity. This is a specialist day and 

boarding school for children who want serious performing arts training without dropping a conventional 

academic track. The proposition is simple: GCSEs, A-Levels and BTEC qualifications in the morning, then 

sustained vocational work in dance, musical theatre, acting or commercial music. Entry is selective by 

audition for the main school, with Wikipedia stating that around **1 in 7** applicants secure a place. That 

single figure tells parents a great deal. Tring is not an “arts-friendly” general independent school; it is a 
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conservatoire-shaped education for pupils aged 8–19 who can already show talent, discipline and stamina.

What sets it apart is the integrated dual curriculum and the scale of commitment it demands. Many 

schools bolt productions onto a standard timetable. Tring builds the week around two parallel 

expectations: academic study and professional-level artistic training. That creates *a high-pressure 

rhythm*, but also *a rare seriousness of purpose*. The school’s setting sharpens the identity: a Wren-

designed house later remodelled by the Rothschilds, with its own Markova Theatre on site. That heritage 

gives the place *theatre-school intensity in grand-country-house form*. Fees place it firmly in the 

specialist independent bracket at **£21,000** a year for day pupils and **£36,000** for boarders. Parents 

are paying for a focused pathway, not broad luxury.

Why shortlist it? Because few British schools offer this level of performing arts specialism while 

preserving recognised academic qualifications and boarding from childhood through sixth form. For the 

right child, that mix is powerful: *constant creative immersion*, daily contact with equally driven peers, 

and a timetable that rewards resilience rather than casual interest. The pastoral promise matters too, 

since schools of this type can tip into burnout if care and safeguarding are weak; Tring makes pastoral 

support central, and its accreditations include ISI, CDET and the Boarding Schools’ Association. Still, 

families should go in with their eyes open. This is not the place for a child who likes performing but wants 

school to stay broad, relaxed or socially anonymous. It suits *hungry young performers* who want 

training to shape the day, who can cope with scrutiny, and who gain energy from a community where 

ambition is normal.

S T R E N G T H S

Combines mainstream academic study (GCSE,

A-Level, BTEC) with specialist vocational

training in dance, drama and musical theatre.

One of only eight DfE-funded centres of

excellence for gifted dancers and musicians,

with means-tested support for eligible UK

pupils.

Long-established specialist school with decades

of dedicated performing arts teaching from a

historic country-house estate.

Offers both day and full boarding places, giving

flexibility to local Hertfordshire families and

those relocating from further afield or overseas.

Proximity to London allows access to

professional theatre, audition and performance

opportunities beyond the school gates.

T R A D E - O F F S

The intensive vocational timetable leaves less

room for extracurricular breadth outside dance,

drama and musical theatre.

Boarding fees are substantial and place full-time

places out of reach for many middle-income

families.

As a small specialist school, the range of

academic subject choices is narrower than at

large all-round independent schools.

A performing arts career is inherently uncertain,

so the school's narrow focus carries risk for

pupils who later change direction.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is available at several points across the school's 7-to-19 age range, with occasional places 

elsewhere subject to space. Prospective pupils undergo an audition or assessment in their chosen 

discipline (dance, drama or musical theatre) alongside an academic interview and school-report review; 

the process is described as stringent and centred on performing arts aptitude rather than academic 

testing. Places are competitive given the specialist nature of training and limited cohort size, particularly 

for dance. International and boarding applicants should expect additional documentation and, where 

relevant, English-language assessment, with visa logistics handled by the school.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_04b3dd5b71.
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